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Discussion Item

Discussion on modifying the City’s laws on commercial vehicles.

Background

Takoma Park Code defines commercial vehicle as “any vehicle designed for and
regularly used for carrying freight or merchandise.” T.P. Code § 13.04.020. The
Council may want to consider a clearer definition that would permit more effective
enforcement.

The Council may wish to address the following concerns:
1) Definition of “commercial vehicle”;
2) Regarding parking of commercial vehicles on city streets; and
3) Defining and regulating the parking of recreational vehicles, utility trailers,
buses.

Policy

Municipality has authority to regulate parking on city rights of way.

Fiscal Impact

None generally. Amendments may facilitate enforcement.

Attachments

Legal memorandum (November 17, 2014) with two attachments.
1) Previous Work Session Agenda with attachments from that session; and
2) Montgomery County Code, Chapter 31, with relevant sections starred.
Informal Notes from November 17, 2014 Work Session

Recommendation

Discuss options; Instruct City Attorney on proposed legislation.

Special
Consideration

Takoma Park does not have zoning authority. Montgomery County regulates off-
street parking of commercial vehicles. Takoma Park has authority to regulate
parking on city streets.
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(2) a heavy commercial vehicle used by the owner or operator when engaged in work on the
property abutting the street;

(3) a bus that stops for a period of time, not to exceed 30 minutes, to maintain a schedule at
an authorized terminal stand for a bus route operating under a permit from the State Public
Service Commission,

(4) a vehicle that is involuntarily parked because of mechanical failure or other emergency
for 48 hours or less; or

(5) a public contractor’s vehicle as defined in § 31-1. (1978 L.M.C., ch. 7, § 2; 2009
LM.C.ch. 1,§1;2009 LM.C.,ch. 19, §1;2010 LM.C..ch.47,§1.)

Editor’s note—See County Attormey Opinion dated [0/6/00 indicating that long-term parking
on public streets is prohibited in certain circumstances, but not based on the size of the vehicle.

Sec. 31-15. Repairing or leaving vehicles on streets for repairs.

It shall be unlawful for any person, business or corporation to perform service or repairs on a
vehicle parked on a public street within the county, or to store or park on any public street, any
motor vehicle left in the custody of any business; provided however, that this section shall not
apply to emergency service or repairs; vehicle owuners perforrning minor service or repairs on
their respective vehicles otherwise legally parked and operative; or the accommodation for the
immediate transfer, exchange or removal of a vehicle to or from a garage, repair shop, service or

parking facility. (1978 L.M.C., ch. 7, § 2.)
Editor’s note—See County Attomney Opinion dated 10/6/00 indicating that long-term parking
on public streets is prohibited in certain circumstances, but not based on the size of the vehicle.

Sec. 31-16. Parking over twenty-four hours prohibited.

The parking of motor vehicles and trailers upon the highways, roads and streets in the county
for a period longer than twenty-four (24) hours is hereby prohibited; except when not otherwise
prohibited adjacent to property lines of owner’s residence or business. (1978 L.M.C,, ch. 7, § 2.)

Editor’s note—See County Attorney Opinion dated 10/6/00 indicating that long-term parking
on public streets is prohibited in certain circumstances, but not based on the size of the vehicle.

Sec. 31-17. Parking within thicty-five feet of intersections.

The parking of vehicles and trailers at any time on any inproved public street within 8 distance
less than thirty-five (35) feet from nearest curb line of an intersecting public street is prohibited;
provided, that the area in which parking is thus prohibited and the curb space so affected shall be
so designated by an appropriate sign or by yellow paint; provided, further, that it is the purpose
and mtent of this section to prevent the obstruction of the vision of anyone approaching an
intersection. The term nearest curb line of an intersecting public street, as used in this section,
shall be construed so that measurements shall be made from either the point of intersection of the
actual curb or curd lines, or in cases of rounded comers from the point at which a straight

44
16 of 41 5/23/2014 10:51 Al








