Introduced by: Councilmember Male First Reading: July 20, 2015
Second Reading: July 27, 2015
Effective Date: January 1, 2016

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND
ORDINANCE 2015-33
AMENDING THE TAKOMA PARK CODE TITLE 10. REFUSE, AND TITLE 6,
HOUSING, TO MODERNIZE THE CITY’S RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING
POLICIES AND REQUIRE BUSINESSES TO RECYCLE

WHEREAS, Takoma Park instituted a residential recycling program in 1989, and has
not made comprehensive amendments to its program since then; and

WHEREAS, Takoma Park has not yet instituted a business recycling program; and

WHEREAS, business recycling is common throughout the region and mandated in
unincorporated areas of Montgomery County; and

WHEREAS, business recycling will reduce the amount of waste transported to landfills,
which is consistent with the City’s policy of environmental sustainability.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND:

SECTION 1. Title 10, Refuse, of the Takoma Park Code is amended as follows:

Chapter 10.04
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections:
10.04.010 Definitions.
10.04.020 Inspections by City Manager.
10.04.030 Rules, requlations, and determination of violations.

10.04.040 Recycling mandatory.

10.04.010 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, subject to such extensions as may be given to any of these

definitions in requlations adopted under this chapter:
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“Commingled materials” means aluminum cans and foil products, bi-metal cans, glass

bottles and jars, plastic narrow neck bottles, recyclable plastic containers as specified by

City requlation, and any other materials designated by City requlation, which are not

separated by type, but are mixed together in one bin.

“Dead animal” means the dead body of any animal not killed for food.

“Business” means the owner or operator of any business, entity, or institution other than a

multifamily facility, at, from, or by which solid waste is generated.

“Mixed paper” means clean, dry paper items. These items include white paper, colored

paper, corrugated cardboard, boxboard, newspapers and inserts, magazines, catalogs,

telephone directories, paperback books, envelopes with or without plastic or glassine

windows, and other clean, dry paper.

“Multifamily facility” means a structure or group of structures located on the same or

contiguous properties operating as a single business entity containing multiple dwelling

units, including condominium buildings and apartment buildings.

“Person responsible” means, in the case of multifamily facilities covered by a common

ownership association, the association representative, as listed in the Montgomery

County Office of Common Ownership Properties; in the case of rental facilities, the

property owner or agent, as identified in the rental housing license; and, in the case of

single family homes, the owner.

“Recyclable materials” include mixed paper, commingled materials, and other items

designated by City requlation. Recyclable materials do not include polystyrene (plastic

#6).

10.04.020 Inspections by City Manager.

The City Manager is authorized to make all inspections as are necessary to determine

compliance with the terms of this title. No person shall interfere in any manner with such

inspections. A violation of this section is a Class B offense.

10.04.030 Rules, regulations, and determination of violations.




A. The City Manager shall prepare such requlations and recommend such policies as

may be necessary to effect the collection and disposal of refuse, recycling, and dead

animals. These requlations and policies shall have the same effect as though set forth in

this title. Such requlations may include collection data reporting requirements for

business and multifamily facilities and the establishment of additional recyclable

materials.

B. In the preservation of health, safety and general welfare, the City Manager shall

determine if any provisions of this title have been violated. In the event that any such

violations exist, the City Manager shall send a copy of the section or sections with a copy

of the municipal infraction in accordance with Section 10.28.010.

10.04.040 Recycling mandatory.

All residents, occupants, businesses, and employees must separate refuse and recyclable

materials and place refuse and recyclables in appropriate bins for collection.

Chapter 10.08
CITY COLLECTION OF RESIDENTIAL REFUSE, RECYCLABLES, AND
COMPOSTABLES

Sections:
10.08.010 Residential properties eligible for City collection.
10.08.020 Refuse bins.
10.08.030 Location of refuse bins for collection.

10.08.040 Interference with collection.

10.08.050 City Collection of recyclable materials.

10.08.060 Materials prohibited in collection receptacles.

10.08.070 Multifamily facilities—refuse and recycling fee schedule.

10.08.080 Awuthority to require refuse disposal.

10.08.090 City collection of compostable materials.

10.08.010 Residential properties eligible for City collection.

The City will collect refuse and recyclables from single-family homes. The City will also

collect refuse and recycling from multifamily facilities with twelve or fewer dwelling

units if the owner elects City collection.



http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark10/TakomaPark1028.html%2310.28.010
http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark10/TakomaPark1008.html%2310.08.030
http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark10/TakomaPark1008.html%2310.08.040
http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark10/TakomaPark1008.html%2310.08.060
http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark10/TakomaPark1008.html%2310.08.080
http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark10/TakomaPark1008.html%2310.08.090

10.08.020 Refuse bins.

Where refuse is accumulated, the person responsible shall provide and maintain in good

condition on that premises sufficient bins for the deposit of refuse to contain all refuse

accumulated between collections. Refuse hins shall not have holes, and lids shall fit

properly so as to secure the refuse. A violation of this paragraph is a Class D offense.

10.08.030 Location of refuse bins for collection.

The person responsible shall cause the refuse to be placed for collection in a position

easily accessible to the refuse collector or at a point as may be designated by the City

Manager. Violation by a single-family home is a Class D offense. Misplacement of a

trash bin, other than one used by single-family residents, shall be a Class B infraction.

10.08.040 Interference with collection.

No person shall interfere in any manner with the collection and disposal of any refuse or

recyclables by the City, its contractors or its agents or employees. A violation of this

section is a Class C offense.

10.08.050 City Collection of recyclable materials.

The City Manager shall promulgate requlations regarding City collection of refuse and

recyclables from single-family homes and multifamily facilities. A violation of such

requlations is a Class D offense.

10.08.060 Materials prohibited in collection receptacles.

A. No person shall place or cause to be placed in any refuse or recycling bin any

poisons, acids, caustics, explosives or such other waste material as may cause damage to

collection equipment or personal injury to collectors. A violation of this section is a

Class B offense. Contaminated refuse and recycling will not be collected.

B. No person shall place or cause to be placed in any refuse or recycling bin any

grass clippings, plant cuttings, brush, branches, logs, leaves, or organic mulch.

10.08.070 Multifamily facilities—refuse and recycling fee schedule.

The annual fees for collection and disposal of refuse and recyclables shall be established
by requlation.




10.08.080 Authority to require refuse disposal.

The City Manager is specifically authorized, in addition to any other authority previously

granted, to require persons responsible to dispose of refuse by proper means for the

protection of the public health, safety and welfare, even though the City may have

discontinued collection service.

10.08.090 City collection of compostable materials.

Reserved.

Chapter 10.12
PRIVATE COLLECTION FROM MULTIFAMILY FACILITIES

Sections:
10.12.010 General.
10.12.020 Private collection of refuse at multifamily facilities.

10.12.030 Private collection of recyclables at multifamily facilities.

10.12.040 Private collection of compostables at multifamily facilities.

10.12.010 General.

A. This Chapter applies to all multifamily facilities with 13 or more units. This Chapter

also applies to multifamily facilities with 12 or fewer units for which the owners do not

elect City refuse and recyclable collection.

B. The person responsible or an employee of the person responsible must either collect

refuse and recyclables from the facility or contract with a licensed collector.

10.12.020 Private collection of refuse at multifamily facilities.

The person responsible must provide refuse collection with sufficient frequency to

prevent unsanitary conditions at the property and no less often than once per week. The

person responsible must provide sufficient common refuse collection bins to hold the

amount of refuse generated by the property between collections.

10.12.030 Private collection of recyclables at multifamily facilities.

A. The person responsible for each multifamily facility that does not receive City refuse

and recycling collection must facilitate recycling by tenants in each rental unit, including,
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but not limited to, providing sufficient common recycling bins to hold the amount of

recyclable materials generated at the property between collections, collecting recycling at

least once per week, making the common recyclable collection bins visible and at least as

accessible as common refuse collection bins, and posting notice of the City’s recycling

policies in a form approved by City requlation where common refuse and recycling bins

are located.

B. Proof of participation in recycling program. The responsible parties of multifamily

facilities that do not receive City recyclable collection shall file a report certifying

compliance with this section on a form provided by the City by July 1, 2016. Thereafter,

the person responsible must file its certification report annually by July 1. Multifamily

facility owners must maintain and, upon request by City Manager, produce proof of a

valid and current contract with a licensed collector and a copy of the collector’s license or

one year’s receipts for delivery of recyclable materials to a licensed recycling facility.

C. Failure to comply with any of the requirements in this section shall constitute a Class

C offense and may be levied on a per-day, per-unit basis.

10.12.040 Private collection of compostables at multifamily facilities.

Reserved.

Chapter 10.14
BUSINESS RECYCLING AND COMPOSTING

Sections:
10.14.010 Business recycling.

10.14.020 Businesses—Refuse and recyclables prohibited in public bins.

10.14.030 Business compostable collection.

10.14.010 Business Recycling.

A. This section shall apply to businesses and commercial property owners.

Beqginning January 1, 2016, all businesses shall recycle all recyclable materials.
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B. Businesses or their commercial property owner must utilize a licensed collector to

collect recyclable materials.

10.14.020 Businesses—Refuse and recyclables prohibited in public bins.

No business shall place any refuse or recyclables generated from the conduct of business

in any refuse bin provided by the City for the public in the public right-of-way. A

violation of this section is a Class B offense.

10.14.030 Business compostable collection.

Reserved.
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SECTION 2. Title 6, Housing, of the Takoma Park Code is amended as follows:

Chapter 6.16
LANDLORD-TENANT RELATIONS

6.16.060 Lease requirements.

All leases shall:

* * *

Require the tenant to separate refuse and recyclable materials and place refuse and

recyclables in appropriate bins for collection.

6.16.040 Obligations of tenants.

All tenants, members of the tenant’s household, housemates, and any person on the
premises with a tenant’s permission shall:

* * *

C. Separate refuse and recyclable materials, place refuse and recyclables in appropriate
bins for collection, and Bdispose of all rubbish-garbagerefuse, recyclables, and -as
required-and-ether-organic and flammable waste from the rental unit in a clean and
sanitary manner;

AND BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA
PARK, MARYLAND:

This Ordinance will be effective January 1, 2016.

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND,
THIS 27TH DAY OF JULY, 2015, BY ROLL-CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:

AYE: Williams, Grimes, Male, Stewart, Seamens, Smith, Schultz
NAY: None
ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None
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