
Ki r an Kochar  McCabe, Chair per son of the Youth Counci l , is a 16 year -old who l ives in Ward 6 of 
Takoma Park and is a junior  at Montgomer y Blair  High School. Kir an loves poli tics, theater , 
r eading, and activism, and is loving being the Chair per son of the Takoma Park Youth Counci l . She 
is r eal ly interested in youth engagement in government and is exci ted to l isten to ever yone?s ideas 
and feedback!
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Rachel  Gr upp  is 13 and an 8th grader  at Fr iends Community 
School in College Park. She is also the Youth Counci l  
r epresentative for  Ward 3. Rachel loves ar t, camping, social 
justice, and Takoma Park. Rachel is exci ted to be learning 
about her  ci ty government and to be working on issues that 
affect her  ci ty w ith the r est of the Youth Counci l . 

The Takoma Park Youth Counci l  is 
dedicated to r epresenting, 
promoting, and advocating for  the 
interests of Takoma Park?s diver se 
and enthusiastic young people. The 
Youth Counci l  controls the content 
of this newsletter , the purpose of 
which is to inform the public of 
upcoming projects, ini tiatives and 
events, as well  as of issues that the 
Counci l  feels are impor tant to 
Takoma Park?s youth.

Takoma Park Youth 
Counci l  Newsletter

MISSION 
STATEMENT

MEET  THE  YOUTH  COUNCIL!

Council   Member s
Kiran Kochar  McCabe 
(Chair per son), Ward 6

Emma Morganstein (Vice 
Chair per son), Ward 1

Ell iot Davey, Ward 1

Adelaide Har r is, Ward 2

George Ashford, Ward 2

Rachel Grupp, Ward 3

Asha Henr y, Ward 6

Chr istiane Yimgnia (Police 
Explorer s Liason), Ward 4

Ashleigh Nugent (Advisor ), Ward 2

Em m a Mor ganstein , Vice Chair per son of the Youth Counci l , 
is a 17 year -old who l ives in Ward 1 of Takoma Park and is a 
junior  at Montgomer y Blair  High School. Emma loves 
carpentr y, pol i tics, books and teaching. She loves being able 
to r epresent her  fel low  teens and f ight for  youth 
empowerment in local government. 

El l i ot  Davey, Ci ty Counci l  Liaison, is 16 years old and is a 
junior  at Wheaton High School and l ives in Ward 1. El l iot is a 
r egular  at Takoma Park City Counci l  meetings and ser ved as 
the Youth Vote Coordinator  for  Kate Stewar t?s mayoral 
campaign in 2017. Outside of Takoma Park, they love theater , 
music, and activism. Ell iot hopes that dur ing their  time on 
the Youth Counci l , kids and youth can become more 
connected to Takoma Park government and inspir ed to f ight 
for  the things they want to change.

Adelaide Har r i s is a 16 year -old junior  at Montgomer y Blair  
High School, l iving in Ward 2. Her  favor i te color  is pink, her  
favor i te candy is l icor ice, and her  favor i te semi-local 
pol i tician is Eleanor  Holmes Nor ton. She?s exci ted to work to 
make Takoma Park a more inclusive and environmental ly 
fr iendly place.

Geor ge Ashfor d  is 15 and a sophomore at Montgomer y Blair  
High School. George loves poli tics, ski ing, and music, and he 
is exci ted to be working on the f i r st Takoma Park Youth 
Counci l . He wants to work toward more outreach from the 
Takoma Park government to students and youth and create 
programs to suppor t the youth of Takoma Park in the ways 
that they need and desir e.

Asha Henr y is 14 and a fr eshman at Montgomer y Blair  High 
School. She is the f i r st youth r epresentative for  Ward 6. She 
loves fencing, biology and spending time outside. She is 
exci ted to hear  any suggestions to make Takoma Park a better  
place for  youth. 



UPDATES

On Monday, Apr i l  23, 130+ students from Blair , Paint Branch, 
Poolesvi l le, Wi lson, Whitman, Einstein, McLean and other  high 
schools in the D.C.-Mar yland-Virginia area gathered to hold a 
student-organized Summit to address the issue of cl imate change. 
Students met at the Si lver  Spr ing Civic Bui lding to hear  from 
350.org founder  Bi l l  McKibben and Congressman Jamie Raskin, 
discussed issues central to cl imate change and the environment in 
their  communities in breakout groups, and engaged w ith a panel 
of exper ts about cl imate change. This was intended to r aise 
awareness of the dir e threat posed by cl imate change and launch 
coordinated student action by giving students the ski l ls and 
connections they need to testi fy, w r i te letter s, speak to elected 
off icials and more. 

The breakout groups consisted of the fol low ing topics: Advocacy 
Training, Media and the Climate, Biodiver si ty and Climate Change, 
the Sunr ise Movement, and more. These groups were created by 
students and were intended to capture their  peers? interest and 
educate them about ways to take action. These student-organized 
workshops were r un by exper ts from the community. Students 
also designed and painted a ful l-size parachute to display w ith the 
organization Parachutes for  the Planet. The event was student 
organized and run and  funded in par t by the Blair  Green Club.

Yout h  sur vey r esul t s
One of the f i r st actions the counci l  took was to create and 
send out a sur vey w ith the intent of gauging the issues 
that Takoma youth care about, the level of awareness 
they have about their  local government and the Youth 
Counci l  in par ticular , and their  interest in par ticipating in 
Takoma government. We found that most students were 
more or  less in the middle in terms of their  know ledge of 
Takoma government, but were overal l  somewhat 
unsatisf ied w ith i t. They were, however , satisf ied w ith the 
ser vices that the Takoma government provides to youth. 
The vast major i ty of students said they desir ed more 
outreach from Takoma to the youth, and a signi f icant 
amount said they?d be interested in a Youth Tow n Hall . 
Overal l , we were able to tel l  from this sur vey that 
students desir e more outreach, and we have since been 
working on effor ts to do so, such as beginning to plan a 
youth tow n hall .

Students participating in an activity at the 
Blair Climate Summit, photos courtesy of  

Twitter user @ElizabethLevien

Bl air   Cl imat e  Summit

Examples of responses from the youth 
survey conducted by the Youth Council



Announcement s
Gener al :

Takoma Park's Independence Day Celebration w i l l  take place on Wednesday, July 4. The parade w i l l  take place at 
10:00 AM on Maple Avenue, and the evening program w i l l  take place at 7:00 PM at the Lee Jordan Field. There 
w i l l  be f i r eworks fol low ing the evening program.

War d 2:

The ci ty of Takoma Park has begun construction on the Ethan Allen Gateway Streetscape at the inter section of 
Ethan Allen and New  Hampshir e Avenues. The project includes tr aff ic improvements, the addition of drains and 
and erosion control measures, more sidewalks and pedestr ian tr aff ic l ights, and the r elocation of the bus stop 
located at the inter section.

War d 6: 

Due to the r ecent storms, several play str uctures in the Becca Li ly Neighborhood Park have been damaged by 
fal len tr ees. The tr ees have been removed, and the str uctures w i l l  be r ebui l t soon.

NLC  CONFERENCE
The Takoma Park Youth Counci l  was for tunate enough to attend the 
National League of Ci ties Conference. We learned how  to lobby and in 
general how  to better  ser ve our  community. In this conference we 
also learned about how  the di f ferent federal agencies help ci ties and 
what we can do to improve that r elationship. We loved being able to 
attend this conference and are looking for ward to using the new  
techniques we learned in the youth counci l . 

Opening session of the NLC 
Conference, photo courtesy of the 

Youth Council's Twitter

Contact   Us
Em ai l : tkpkyouthcounci l@takomaparkmd.gov

Tw i t ter : @YouthTakoma

Fi l l  out t h i s form to keep in touch and get updates from us!

Cam p Counselor  Oppor tun i t y:

Interested in a summer  job? Takoma Park Lunch and Learn has 
openings for  paid counselor s for  a six-week summer  program for  
elementar y school chi ldren. Counselor s would be mentor ing campers, 
guiding water  activi ties, teaching spor ts, an developing leadership 
ski l ls. Camp Counselor s must be 17+ years old by May 1, 2018, and 
applications are open unti l  June 15, 2018. For  more information, go to 
w w w.communitycheer.org/lunchandlearn or  Contact Dor is at 
dor isduar te@aol.com. Apply onl ine at 
w w w.communitycheer.org/camp-counselor -posi tion.

Youth Counci l  Appl i cat i ons: 

Call ing al l  Takoma Park youth in grades 6-12! Applications for  next year 's Youth Counci l  w i l l  open in the fal l . 
Keep an eye out for  that, and i f  you have any comments, questions, or  concerns, please emai l us.

Logo of CHEER, which hosts the Takoma 
Park Lunch and Learn program
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