
Sustainable Maryland Meeting Notes 

December 6, 2022 

Attendance 

Chiara Atoyebi 

Daryl Braithwaite 

Janet Owens 

Megan Pierce 

Orissa Samaroo 

Sophia Yarrow 

The committee members reviewed priority actions for Takoma Park’s Sustainable Maryland status and 
made suggestions for which actions to prioritize for the upcoming renewal process.  Please see the 
suggested actions spread sheet for the agreed actions. 

The committee received an overview of the Sustainable Maryland actions and process by staff member 
Mike Hunningshake.  After the presentation Mike held a brief question and answer session for 
members. 

The committee agreed to reconvene on Monday, January 9, 2023. 

 

 



@
2014 
points 
total

Re-cert 
Points Comments from SMC UPDATED NARRATIVE 2017 Author 2014 Narrative

Create a Green 
Team

10 
(M) 10

Is the Green Team still intact?
 New list of contacts needed
 Need new meeting schedule
 Meeting minutes from the past two 
meetings
 Keep excel layout

In 2011, the Takoma Park City Council passed a resolution 
supporting participation in Sustainable Maryland.  In 2012, 
Council passed an ordinance to re-establish the Committee on 
the Environment (COE), a body that had not been in operation 
several years, to be more aligned with the Sustainable Maryland 
requirements for a Green Team.  The Committee is tasked with 
advising on community sustainability, specifically mentioning 
Sustainable Maryland certification.   Membership and structure 
of the Committee were broadened to include representation of 
various sectors of the community.  In 2013, the Council passed a 
resolution appointing the initial members to the newly re-
established Committee on the Environment.  These three 
documents were provided in our initial application to Sustainable 
MD.  In early 2014, the City Manager officially designated the 
Committee as Takoma Park’s Green team, by a letter to 
Sustainable Maryland.
 
The COE typically meets the first Monday of each month from 7:
15-8:45pm at the Takoma Park Community Center.  The COE 
meets with the City Council annually to discuss environmental 
priorities for the year.  More information can be found on the 
COE webpage: http://www.takomaparkmd.gov/bcc/committee-
on-the-environment

Documentation: 
Meeting dates, agendas and notes from April and May 2017 
meetings; Green Team membership

Sarah Mazur

In 2011, the Takoma Park City Council passed a resolution supporting participation in 
Sustainable Maryland.  In 2012, Council passed an ordinance to re-establish the Committee 
on the Environment (COE), a body that had not been in operation several years, to be more 
aligned with the Sustainable Maryland requirements for a Green Team.  The Committee is 
tasked with advising on community sustainability, specifically mentioning Sustainable 
Maryland certification.   Membership and structure of the Committee were broadened to 
include representation of various sectors of the community.  In 2013, the Council passed a 
resolution appointing the initial members to the newly re-established Committee on the 
Environment.  These three documents are attached as file 1.  In early 2014, the City 
Manager officially designated the Committee as Takoma Park’s Green team, by a letter to 
Sustainable Maryland.
 
The COE meets the second Mondays of each month from 7-8:30pm at the Takoma Park 
Community Center.  In its first year, the COE/Green Team has focused on a community 
energy sustainability plan, this application, green purchasing, and a safe grow ordinance 
regulating lawn chemicals. 

More information can be found on the COE webpage: http://www.takomaparkmd.
gov/bcc/committee-on-the-environment

Documentation: 
1.        Formal City documentation (e.g., resolution, code)
2.        Green Team membership, including external affiliations
3.        Meeting dates, agendas and notes from first two meetings

Participate in 
SMC Green 
Team training

5

Complete a 
Green Team 
Action Plan

10 
(M) 10

What has been accomplished in plan?
 What is the new three year strategy?
 How many action plans have been 
acomplished?
 Have you initiated a new survey?

Documentation: summary of completed 2014-2016 actions, 
Action Plan for 2016-2019 Sarah Mazur

The City of Takoma Park Committee on the Environment undertook its first survey on the 
environment in late 2013 through January 2014.  It included 17 questions (adapted from the 
Sustainable MD template) and received 190 responses. One question asked what 
environmental issues were of most concern to respondents.  Top issues included: energy 
use/greenhouse gases, stream water quality, and open-space preservation.  These 
responses helped inform our Green Team Three Year Action Plan, which includes efforts 
related to residential and commercial energy efficiency, a practical climate action plan that 
builds on the existing sustainable energy action plan, a more specific urban tree canopy 
goal, and an open space plan and follow-up activities.  Our survey also asked what activities 
people thought would support local businesses, and responses were about evenly split 
between a buy local campaign, encouraging the city government to buy local, and 
recognizing businesses for being “green.”  Thus, we are working on a green purchasing 
policy and plan to start a business recognition program (or promote an existing county 
program).  While these are the specific near-term actions we plan to accomplish, below is 
our overall vision statement and three-year goals that these activities will help us achieve.  A 
summary of the survey and complete action plan are attached. 

Green Team Vision Statement

The Takoma Park Green Team will maintain and grow Takoma Park’s image as a 
sustainable community leader by completing all relevant Sustainable Maryland action items.

Green Team Three Year Goals:
•        Complete at least two new Sustainable Maryland actions per year.
•        Begin work on at least two new Sustainable Maryland actions per year.
•        Achieve the highest tier status (e.g., Gold?) the first year Sustainable Maryland offers 
this option.

Documentation: 
1.        Summary of Survey
2.        Three-Year Action Plan

Conduct 
Community 
Barriers & 
Benefits 
Assessment

15

Build SMC 
Resource 
Center

5

Takoma Park has developed a virtual sustainability resource 
center as part of the city website.  It includes information on 
Takoma Park's sustainability programs and projects as well as 
resources for residents, such as energy efficiency and 
renewable energy rebates.  Available: https://takomaparkmd.
gov/government/sustainability/ 

Sarah Mazur

Participate in 
MD Green 
Schools

10 10

is Montgomery Blair still certified?
 What has been done in the school to 
promote sustainability & the 
environment

All of the schools previously identified remain in the MD Green 
Schools Program.  The Young Activitist Club includes 
elementary, middle, and high school students.  They have 
been successful in their effort to ban polystyrene food trays from 
all MCPS schools (not just Piney Branch), introduce composting 
for trays at Piney Branch and Takoma Middle, and they are 
currently working toward building and maintaining a community-
based volunteer-driven compost center for these trays.

Sarah Mazur

Several certified Maryland Green Schools are in or near Takoma Park.
All three Montgomery County elementary schools serving younger Takoma Park students 
are certified Maryland Green Schools--Takoma Park Elementary (2012) and Rolling Terrace 
(2011), both in Takoma Park, and East Silver Spring (2008, 2013) just outside its border. 
(Piney Branch Elementary School, which serves older elementary school students, is not yet 
certified).  Of note, the local student Young Activists Club, dedicated to reducing polystyrene 
use in the community, started at Piney Branch Elementary School and is now active at 
Takoma Park Middle School.

The public high school closest to Takoma Park is a Maryland Green Schools--Montgomery 
Blair (2012). Montgomery Blair is the “home school” for Takoma Park high school students, 
even though it is not physically located in Takoma Park. 
Many Takoma Park students are enrolled in summer camp at Chevy Chase Audubon 
Naturalist Society (2007, 2011), the closest nature center to Takoma Park.  Takoma Park 
students in Montgomery County public schools visit the Lathrop Smith Center (2003, 2007, 
2012) in Rockville as part of outdoor education school programming. Part of the program is 
an overnight for 6th graders.

Documentation:        
Map of school service boundaries:
http://www.greatschools.org/school-district-boundaries-map/?
districtId=16&level=e&schoolId=888&state=MD

Compare with map of Takoma Park boundaries:
https://s3.amazonaws.com/documents-takomapark/public/maps/ward-map-2013.pdf

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20

Local Food 
Fair 10

Local Food 
Consumption 
& Preservation 
Classes

5 per 
class

Establish 
Local Farmer's 
Market

15 15

Are the famers market still in 
exisistance?
 is money still being donated? - might be 
an IDP
 What are the sales like? need numbers

There are two active farmer's markets in the city:  Takoma Park (Old Town) Farmers Market 
- Sun 10am-2pm year round, and Crossroads Farmers Market – Wed 11am-3pm 
summer/fall.  

Crossroads Farmer’s Market - The City has provided, in the past three fiscal years, roughly 
$99,600 to the Crossroads Community Food Network for a variety of local food micro-
enterprises and in support of their “fresh check” program at the Farmers Market in the 
Takoma/Langley Crossroads area.  In addition, the City has provided logistics support 
related to signage, barricades, and some promotional materials since the market was 
established in 2007.  The City has assisted in developing and locating appropriate sites (we 
are on our fifth site as of next week when they open the 2014 market).

Old Town Farmer’s Market - Aside from the initial support provided in establishing the 
market, in recent years the City's support of the market has been to allow the closing of the 
street and the rental of the space at a deeply discounted rate of $107 per day of use, as well 
as promotion of the market.

Documentation: website links for Old Town Takoma Farmer’s Market, http://www.
takomaparkmarket.com, and Langley Park Farmer’s Market, http://www.
crossroadscommunityfoodnetwork.org/crossroads-farmers-market

Promote Local 
Farmer's 
Market

5 Website still up to date?
 any flyers given out in past 2 months?

There are two active farmer's markets in the city:  Takoma Park (Old Town) Farmers Market 
year round (http://www.takomaparkmarket.com/) and Crossroads Market (Langley Park) 
summer/fall (http://www.crossroadscommunityfoodnetwork.org/crossroads-farmers-market/).  
See Establish Farmers Market section for description of these markets and the role of the 
City of Takoma Park. Specifically on promotion, the City has assisted through 
announcements in the City monthly newsletter, promotion on social media outlets, and 
posting directional and informational signage in visible locations.

Documentation:  Takoma Park facebook page and sample newsletter with farmers market 
info advertised

Community 
Gardens 15* 15

3 gardens still intact?
 are the programs still intact?
 metrics

Due to limited space for large scale gardens, the City has focused on partnerships bringing 
gardening to those who might not otherwise participate

The collaborative effort for Maple Ave community garden (planting boxes located on a 
section of unused parking lot) was an outgrowth of a City sponsored community visioning 
process for residents in that part of the city. One of the top requests was for a place to have 
vegetable gardens in this heavily paved area of the City.  City CDBG funds were used to 
develop the location and purchase the 29 planting containers and soil. The gardens are now 
managed by the Maryland National Park and Planning Commission, in conjunction with the 
Franklin Ave Tenants Association and the City Housing and Community Development 
Department. Priority is given to seniors living in nearby buildings. Residents pay a small fee 
($25-$55) to use them. http://www.montgomeryparks.org/permits/find/maple.shtm

The City Recreation Department and volunteers run three demonstration gardens for youth 
at the library, police station and New Hampshire Ave Recreation Center.  Inspired by 
Michelle Obama’s garden at the White House, these efforts teach gardening to community 
youth.  The first plot was established in 2011, the library plot in 2012, and the Recreation 
Center plot in 2013.  Children and their parents work on weekends with Recreation 
Committee members to plant, weed, water and harvest more than 25 varieties of vegetables 
and herbs.  Twice each summer they share a meal straight from the gardens. The City 
Recreation Department also offers monthly gardening sessions as a free course at the New 
Hampshire Ave site.  For the gardens, the Council contributed $2,000 for cold frames and 
seedlings. Dept staff organized a “Gardening Day" to kick off the spring season in 2013 and 
2014.

Sligo Mill Overlook community garden is managed by Maryland National Park and Planning 
Commission. The site contains 34 10x20 foot plots, actively in use with a waiting list. City 
staff were involved in establishment of the garden by identifying the location, meeting with 
MNCPPC, promoting the garden and providing significant funding to erect the deer fencing 
surrounding the garden. Currently the City provides leaf mulch each year upon request. 
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/permits/find/sligo.shtm

Documentation: pdf with pictures

Spring Plant 
Transplant 
Sale

10

Fall Plant 
Transplant 
Sale

10

Establish CSA 
Drop-off 
Location

10

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20

is compost still intact?
 if so, how many residents are now 
participating
 any info given to residents about 
compost

Takoma Park has had a food waste composting program since February 2013, initially 
begun as a pilot serving about 300 households, and expanded in early 2014 to serve about 
900 households. Plans are to expand the program city-wide in the next fiscal year. The 
attached file explains and documents the program. 

Sarah can you please upload?
Documentation: pdf of summary and ppt slides explaining the program

Municipal 
Energy Audits

10 
(1st), 
5 per 
conse
c 
bldgs

15

Any audits done on any other buildings? 
(they have 2 now)
 has it been updated recently?
 what does the audit consider?

Jamey, Geoff

In July 2013, the City Council passed a Resolution for Takoma Park to enroll as a Maryland 
Smart Energy Community and reduce electricity consumption.  The City then put out a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) to perform energy audits on two City Buildings – the Takoma 
Park Community Center (TPCC) and Heffner Park Community Center (HPCC). This effort 
was funded by a MEA Smart Energy Community grant.  The City chose Elysian Energy, 
LLC to complete the work.  They performed their energy audit in October 2013 and 
submitted their energy analysis and recommendations in November.    The City completed 
the lighting retrofit recommendations for the community center and performed duct sealing 
at the Heffner Park building. The City’s third building, the Public Works facility, received 
LEED silver designation when it was renovated in 2001.

TPCC is a multipurpose building (e.g., recreation, police, library). One of the challenges with 
comparing our building’s efficiency with other buildings of similar size was they do not fit 
neatly into the typical building categories, as a result benchmarking our energy use intensity 
(EUI) to others is difficult.  For example, the TPCC has an EUI of 84.9 kBtu/ft2 (thousand 
British thermal units per square foot), which is 22% more energy intensive compared to 
other social/meeting halls nationwide, but 12% less energy intensive than recreation 
facilities.    

The City is completing lighting improvements estimated to save 94,043 kWh annually.  The 
estimated cost is $35,000 (not including a PEPCO rebate expected to be $19,000). The 
energy reduction is expected to result in a savings of $14,106 annually.

 In the upcoming fiscal year the City plans to replace several parts of the HVAC system in 
the Community Center and will begin planning for a building automation system.  Elysian 
Energy estimated energy savings of 20% annually.  Estimated cost of the HVAC & BAS 
recommended fixes is $338,389 and annual savings could be $3,050.

Documentation:
Attached Elysian Energy, LLC. “Energy Analysis & Recommendations.” Audit Date: October 
2013. Report date: November 22, 2013.
Baseline Energy Data FY12

Residential 
Energy 
Efficiency

5 to 
25+ Jamey, Geoff i.        Marked as “planned” activity

Wind Energy 
Project 15 Jamey, Geoff

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20 25

How much energy have you conserved 
from the use of solar panels?
 implemented solar panels on other 
buildings?
 How much money did you save?
 did residents start to implement solar 
panels as a cause?

Jamey, Geoff

Takoma Park is submitting two Innovative Energy Projects at this time.  Summaries and 
documentation are in the attached files. Takoma Park plans a project in commercial energy 
efficiency as another innovative project.

1. Takoma Park Power Purchase Agreement to Provide Solar Power to the Community 
Center and Public Works Buildings (summary and PPA)
2.  Maryland Smart Energy Community (2 files—summary and plan)

Documentation: 
TkPk PPA for Solar Power summary/documentation
TkPk MD Smart Energy Communities summary/documentation 
TKPK Energy Reduction and Renewable Energy Action Plan

Municipal 
Carbon 
Footprint (P) 
(pre-requisite)

15* 15 Jamey, Geoff

Takoma Park contracted with the Brendle Group, a sustainability consulting group based in 
Fort Collins, to conduct a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) inventory for the City using ICLEI US 
Community Protocol for Accounting and Reporting of GHG Emissions (Version 1.0, October 
2012), including the municipal sector.  The baseline year was 2012.  Further discussion of 
methodology and results can be found online at http://tkpksustainability.com/ under the 
“Current Conditions” tab.

Documentation:
1.        CACP “Summary Report by Sector” (may be able to get by with link to website) 
2.        CACP “Detailed Report” or summary of model used by Brendle



@
2014 
points 
total

Re-cert 
Points Comments from SMC UPDATED NARRATIVE 2017 Author 2014 Narrative

Community 
Carbon 
Footprint (pre-
requisite)

15 15 Jamey, Geoff

Takoma Park contracted with the Brendle Group, a sustainability consulting group based in 
Fort Collins, to conduct a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) inventory for the City using ICLEI US 
Community Protocol for Accounting and Reporting of GHG Emissions (Version 1.0, October 
2012).  The inventory included five elements: 1) use of electricity by the community; 2) use 
of fuel in residential and commercial stationary combustion equipment (e.g., furnaces, 
cooking); 3) on-road passenger and freight motor vehicle travel; 4) use of energy in 
treatment and distribution of potable water and wastewater; and 5) generation of solid waste 
by the community.  The baseline year was 2012.  These sources were selected because 
local governments have more capacity to influence these activities than others, the data 
necessary to estimate these emissions are typically available, these are significant sources 
of GHG emissions, and the activities occur in most US communities.  Takoma Park 
completed its first GHG inventory in 2000, and one of the main challenges then was 
accessing utility data and interpreting it. For the most recent inventory, data was available 
through the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments.  In addition, for electricity, 
PEPCO was able to provide the information in zip plus 4 format which enabled a much more 
accurate assessment. The cost for the inventory was $7,288. It was only one task of six for 
which Brendle was hired, resulting in a Sustainable Energy Action Plan, which was 
completed in late 2013 (see innovative projects below).

Further discussion of methodology and results can be found online at http:
//tkpksustainability.com/ under the “Current Conditions” tab.

Climate Action 
Plan

10 to 
25+ 1.        Marked as “planned” activity

Climate 
Change 
Adaptation 
Element

5

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20 25

? ***not sure how involved the city is 
 what have been the impacts of the 
program
 is the city planning on being more 
invovled in the future

This section describes two innovative projects: 
1. a community Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP), described  here; and
2. a public private partnership project to make corn available for home heating in pellet 
stoves, described in the attachment

The SEAP was developed by a joint effort of City staff, the Committee on the Environment 
and the Brendle Group. The process took 9 months and included a review of existing city 
programs, analyzing previous recommendations and reports, identification of best practices 
for potential programs taking place in other cities, and input from community members, 
commercial interests and Councilmembers. Once developed, the SEAP was discussed in 
an Open House in July, 2013. The SEAP's areas of focus go beyond residential (both single 
family and multi-family) to commercial, energy supply and transportation. The City Council 
has provided funds for implementing the plan. The following website includes details of the 
process and the plan - http://tkpksustainability.com/
Documentation: plan website 

Let's Move 15

Workplace 
Wellness

monthly articles still in circulation?
 Healthy day been more than once?
 continous weekly lunch walks?
 The healthy events still around?

The City of Takoma Park currently has a Wellness Committee to improve employee health, 
morale, and productivity while decreasing absenteeism and containing the City’s health care 
costs.  The Committee sponsored a Health Day on June 26, 2013 that offered health 
assessments, financial education, eating healthy, alternative therapies, etc.

Join Healthiest 
Maryland 
Businesses

5

Workplace 
Wellness 
Program

5 to 
15 5 is community still active?

Living Well 
Program

5 per 
class 5 has the program for seniors become an 

annual program/seasonal/etc.

The City of Takoma Park Recreation Department and Holy Cross Hospital sponsored a 
Stanford University Program Living Well Workshop for Seniors in February/March 2013. The 
very successful six-week program, ʺLiving Well-Take Charge of Your Healthʺ, had one of the 
highest completion rates of any of their previous sessions held in Montgomery County, and 
thus a majority received ʺcertificates of completionʺ for this Stanford University Program. 
This program is designed to help seniors learn self-management strategies to improve their 
health and quality of life.

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20 40 How many programs are still intact?

 is the community still participating?

Takoma Park has several ongoing activities related to health and wellness that do not fit into 
the pre-determined categories.  The attachment summarizes and provides documentation 
for five projects:

a.  Takoma Safe Routes to School
b. Playful City USA and TakomaPlays citizen organization
c. Community Health and Empowerment through Education and Research awards
d. Biking in Takoma Park
e. Department of Recreation health and wellness programs

Establish 
Local 
Business 
Directory

10

A local business directory is produced annually by a local nonprofit, the Takoma Park 
Cooperative Nursery School. It is delivered to each household in Takoma Park, and is 
promoted by the Old Town Takoma Business Association (OTBA).  A photo is available at 
http://takomacooperativeschool.org/survival-guide/.  OTBA also has a directory of local 
businesses on its website (http://www.mainstreettakoma.org/).

Documentation: link provided

Promote Local 
Business 
Directory

5 5
is the directory still being circulated
 how much local business are you 
promoted in your town?

The local business directory continues to be produced and 
delivered each year to residents.OTBA and Crossroads have 
continued and expanded their online presence to catalog and 
promote local businesses. See for example http://takomalangley.
org/

A local business directory is already produced annually by a local nonprofit, the Takoma 
Park Cooperative Nursery School. It is delivered to each household in Takoma Park, and is 
promoted by the Old Town Takoma Business Association (OTBA). 

A photo is available at http://takomacooperativeschool.org/survival-guide/

Businesses are also promoted through online directories on our local business association 
websites:
http://www.thenewave.com/
http://www.mainstreettakoma.org/page/business_maryland  

Additionally, the OTBA updates, produces and distributes maps of local stores and how to 
get to them. These maps are distributed at local and nearby events and to new homeowners 
and students to familiarize customers with local businesses.

Buy Local 
Campaign 15 15 are cashmob events still ongoing?

 show poster, website calendar, etc.

The City still collaborates with and helps fund both business 
associations.  Both associations are even more active than 
before in designing and implementing fund and creative 
programs that promote buying local and atrracting DC residents 
who can shop the Takoma destination by metro.  This year's 
offerings include Takoma Truckgarden on June 3, Grant Ave 
market to bring residents to a different section of local stores, 
and the ever-popular Pajamara, featuring deep discounts right 
before Christmas for those who shop in their jammies. http:
//www.mainstreettakoma.org/featured-events/takoma-trukgarten/   
Crossroads also promotes local events that bring residents out 
to the crossroads, such as summer movie nights, weekly 
farmers market, and an outdoor mural painting.http:
//takomalangley.org/

Takoma Park has two active business associations, and the City actively collaborates with 
both. The City funds a New Ave campaign highlighting businesses along New Hampshire 
Ave, which goes through the Crossroads.   http://www.thenewave.com/

One third of the Old Town Business Association’s (OTBA) budget is provided by the City. 
OTBA actively promotes local businesses through events that draw customers, such as the 
annual Street Festival (http://www.takomafestival.com/), the spring Art Hop (http:
//arthoptakoma.com/),  a website with an online calendar (http://www.mainstreettakoma.
org/),   and promotional campaigns.   OTBA also undertakes innovative efforts to encourage 
buying local, such as March and May 2014 CashMob events with 11 local businesses to 
encourage folks to “browse and buy cool local stuff + eat and drink local goods, all while 
making a tangible economic impact,” and a current Live Local-Shop Local-Give Local 
campaign by the Old Takoma Business Association and the Takoma Foundation.
http://www.mainstreettakoma.org/

Takoma Langley Crossroads Development Authority promotes a cluster of businesses in 
one part of Takoma Park, in part with city funding (http://takomalangley.org/home.php).  To 
further promote collaboration, the City’s ward 6 Council member and the City’s Housing and 
Community Development Director are ex officio board members. 

The city’s Green Team has a slot for a member of each Association.  
Documentation: various websites listed

Local 
Business 
Roundtable

5 per

Local 
Business 
Procurement 
Notices

10

Economic 
Analysis of 
Procurement 
Practices

15

Local 
Purchasing 
Preference 
Policy

10 planned

Green 
Business 
Recognition

planned

Join Maryland 
Green Registry 5

Llocal business associaitons were engaged in whether they 
would promote this to their members. Local businesses have not 
embraced this program, finding it more productive to promote 
their local involvement in a green Takoma Park and comply with 
local environmental regulations, than to join the registry.

Promote 
Maryland 
Green Registry

5 per 
2 
buis.

see above

Green 
Business 
Certification 
Program

15
Takoma Park does not have its own green business certification 
program  Local business associations were engaged to consider 
joining another program, but did not embrace the idea.

Green 
Purchasing 
Policy (pre-
requisite)

15*

The City continues to implement its green purchasing policy. 
Efforts continue to educate staff in how to build green factors 
into their purchasing and other activities.  City has recently 
purchased several electric vehicles, a big investment for a small 
city.

The City has a number of policies related to environmentally preferable City purchases and 
use of City funds.  In addition, the City Council is working to adopt a comprehensive green 
and local preference policy for City purchasing and use of City funds. 
City code (7.08.140) requires City Departments to purchase recycled paper and wood 
products.  For example, the City Council table is made of recycled wood products and 
copier paper is all recycled paper content.

The City has a policy resolution, adopted by the City Council, on the use of individual bottled 
water for city events.

There is also a 2010 City Council resolution banning the use of City funds for purchase of 
polystyrene food service ware.  It also encourages events, businesses, families and 
individuals to seek and use alternatives to polystyrene food service ware.  For the first time, 
at this spring’s Celebrate Takoma event, the City required event vendors in their contracts to 
commit to use alternatives to polystyrene.

Because the City is by law a nuclear-free zone (code 14.04), purchases of equipment and 
products from companies that produce nuclear weapons are prohibited, except by Council 
waiver, including medical and electronic equipment. 

Documentation: 
Recycled paper, city code online at http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/ 
 polystyrene, http://cityclerk-takomapark.s3.amazonaws.com/resolutions/2010/r201032.pdf  
Nuclear free zone, online at http://www.codepublishing.com/MD/TakomaPark/

Evaluate 
Current 
Purchasing 
Practices (pre-
requisite)

10 planned activity for 2018 marked as planned activity

Vendor 
Preference 
Statement 
(pre-requisite)

10

Instead of a vendor preference statement, the City meets its 
diverse purchasing needs by including green factors in 
purchases.  And the City simply requires that vendors comply 
with polystyrene ban and other environmental regulations.

marked as planned activity

Purchase 
Recycled 
Products

10 this is part of the green purchasing policy

Purchase 
Environmentall
y Preferable 
Products

10 10
is the city still purchasing recycled paper 
and wood?
 is the city still nuclear free?

City still has green purchasing policy.  City goes further with a 
long standing ban on purchases from companies that make 
nuclear products.  COE is investigating divestment of City 
pension funds from fossil fuel related companies.

in green purchasing policy

Implement 
Waste 
Reduction 
Program

10
City continues to have recycling buckets at all city facilities, and 
has stated to introduce composting at commnity events (see 
other section).

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20 5 Are the drop offs still ongoing? ? not 

sure if this is a local community IDP These programs continue.

USED OIL AND ANTIFREEZE DROP-OFF
The City has had a used oil and anti-freeze drop-off at the Public Works facilities since the 
1990's. The City advertises the location on the City's website and in brochures about City 
programs. The drop-off location is the Public Works Facility.

The used oil and antifreeze program is managed by the State of Maryland through the 
Maryland Environmental Service.  Oil and anti-freeze drop-off program has no cost to the 
City as it is run by State, however the City has to maintain the site using City staff. 

COMPUTER, ELECTRONICS AND CFL BULB DROP-OFF
The City has had a computer, small electronics and CFL bulb drop-off program for several 
years. The drop-off location is the Public Works facility. Notification about the program is 
included in an annual mailing from the City, on the website and in brochures the City 
provides about our programs. The computer and electronics program is managed by the 
City and we use Sims Recycling Service for the collection, processing and disposal. The 
computer and electronic programs has an annual budget of $5,000. The program is funded 
out of the Public Works operating budget. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
The City held its first household hazardous waste drop-off on June 14, 2014. The program 
has been advertised in the City Newsletter, website and weekly electronic notices. The 
Household Hazardous Waste program is managed by the City and we use Clean Harbors 
Inc for the collection, processing and disposal of collected material. All City residents can 
use the programs.

The programs are evaluated by the Sanitation Supervisor and the Special Projects 
Coordinator for the City.  Participants’ comments and feedback is considered when 
developing the annual budget request. The original used oil and anti-freeze project sparked 
the computer and electronic drop-off program, which sparked the household hazardous 
waste program.  Additional drop-off programs will be considered as needed and processing 
opportunities are identified

Documentation: 
Link to computer and electronic drop off on web
Household hazardous waste disposal promotion
Annual mailer

Implement 
Watershed 
Stewardship/P
ollution 
Prevention 
Outreach 
Program(s)

10

Facilitate 
Engagement in 
Existing 
Watershed 
Stewardship 
Opportunities

5 per 
event



@
2014 
points 
total

Re-cert 
Points Comments from SMC UPDATED NARRATIVE 2017 Author 2014 Narrative

Provide 
Voluntary 
Opportunities 
for Citizen 
Engagement in 
Watershed 
Stewardship

10 0
any recent invovlement in 12months i.e. 
watershed clean up
 any advertisement

Friends of Sligo Creek “Sweep the Creek” events are scheduled 
twice each year, in spring and fall. Events in this reporting period 
took place on September 26, 2015 and April 23, 2016. The 
cleanup area extends along Sligo Creek in Montgomery County, 
including a work zone within Takoma Park. Hundreds of 
volunteers participate at each event. The Friends website - www.
fosc.org/fosc.htm, lists historical information on participation and 
trash removal from each event. FOSC site reports that in 2016, 
“We were joined by 444 volunteers, who collected 246 bags of 
trash, 87 bags of recycling, and some bags of invasive plants. 
We also collected far too many mattresses (at least 6), and 
sadly, had to leave some for later efforts. While any trash in the 
creek is too much, we noticed a slight decline in the amount of 
trash, most likely due to the lack of rain available to wash it into 
the creek.” In addition, The City’s storm drain markers program 
is designed for public participation. Scout groups and other 
residents agree to apply the markers to the storm drain inlet tops 
and all materials needed are supplied by the City. Two volunteer 
groups have participated in the storm drain marker program this 
year.  Documentation: brochure on city stormwater website 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/publicworks-
takomapark/public/stormwater/stormdrain-markers-brochure.pdf; 
www.fosc.org/fosc.htm

Lauren Marshall

The City’s storm drain markers program is designed for public participation. Scout groups 
and other residents agree to apply the markers to the storm drain inlet tops and all materials 
needed are supplied by the City.
Documentation: brochure on city stormwater website https://s3.amazonaws.
com/publicworks-takomapark/public/stormwater/stormdrain-markers-brochure.pdf

Provide 
Incentives for 
Watershed 
Stewardship 
on Private 
Lands

15 0 any new ideas updated since this was 
not passed? NOTHING TO REPORT Lauren Marshall

Each spring and fall, the City advertises in the City Newsletter and on the City website for 
residents to purchase 1 ½ inch caliper trees, installed and warranteed for one year. The 
price per tree is $195.  The City also offers a $100 discount for one tree per household, 
bringing the price for the first tree down to $95. Typically five species are offered. The City 
contracts with a nursery for the trees and installation.
Documentation:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/newsletter-takomapark/2014/042014-
newsletter.pdf

Create a 
Watershed 
Plan

20* 20

The City of Takoma Park developed a Watershed 
Implementation Plan in 2011 with the objective to meet it's goals 
by 2025.  In essence, this plan is a detailed program for 
implementing and augmenting Montgomery County watershed-
wide goals within the boundaries of the City (attached as File 1).  
Significant components include bio-retention, bio-filtration, 
erosion control, stream restoration and stabilization, green 
streets and tree planting. As of FY17, 33.3 acres of treatment  
have been added across the city of the 79 acres required - 45.7 
acres remain to be completed before 2025.  
 In addition, the City is a signatory to the Potomac River 
Watershed Trash Treaty and the 2006 Trash Free Potomac 
Watershed Initiative Action Agreement.  Advising the City 
Council on watershed functioning and restoration is a mandated 
function of the City Committee on the Environment. The City has 
also funded the Center for Watershed Protection (CWP) to 
provide illicit discharge detection and source identification in the 
stormwater system.  One public education event conducted in 
2013 was a briefing by the by the Anacostia Watershed Society.  
The City Council was updated on the implementation of this plan 
in 2017.   File 2 presents several significant recent City-funded 
watershed projects.

Documentation: 
Watershed implementation plan
Watershed projects

Lauren Marshall

The City of Takoma Park developed a Watershed Implementation Plan in 2011.  In essence, 
this plan is a detailed program for implementing and augmenting Montgomery County 
watershed-wide goals within the boundaries of the City (attached as File 1).  Significant 
components include bio-retention, bio-filtration, erosion control, stream restoration and 
stabilization, green streets and tree planting. 
 In addition, the City is a signatory to the Potomac River Watershed Trash Treaty and the 
2006 Trash Free Potomac Watershed Initiative Action Agreement.  Advising the City Council 
on watershed functioning and restoration is a mandated function of the City Committee on 
the Environment. The City has also funded the Center for Watershed Protection (CWP) to 
provide illicit discharge detection and source identification in the stormwater system.  One 
public education event conducted in 2013 was a briefing by the by the Anacostia Watershed 
Society.  File 2 presents several significant recent City-funded watershed projects.

Documentation: 
Watershed implementation plan
Watershed projects

Stormwater 
Management

Stormwater 
Management 
Program

15* 15
is water testing, street cleaning, etc. still 
occuring?
 NPDES re-approve / look at the sheet 
again?

A comprehensive stormwater management program in the City 
of Takoma Park is under the direction of the City engineer.  This 
program goes beyond the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit for discharge to Sligo Creek 
to undertake numerous innovative projects ranging from a green 
street to a green roof and bioretention facilities.  The program is 
funded by a stormwater management fee levied on all 
properties. The City Council serves as the Stormwater 
Management Board. In FY 2016, stormwater management funds 
allocated toward system operation and maintenance totaled 
$177,648.  Examples of projects funded include street sweeping, 
bioretention pond inspection, and new pipe installation.  In 
addition to operations and maintenance, FY2016 capital projects 
totaled $182,597 and included five installatiosn of bioretention 
and infaltration technology, and three stream bed stabalization 
and erosion control projects.  Public information on the City’s 
website includes materials about best practices for managing 
and reducing stormwater run-off. The stormwater management 
program is summarized in the NPDES annual report (see below 
link).  

Documentation: Stormwater Mgmt Report (NPDES Annual 
Report) http://publicworks-takomapark.s3.amazonaws.
com/public/stormwater/Final-2016%20NPDES%20REPORT.pdf

Lauren Marshall

A comprehensive stormwater management program in the City of Takoma Park is under the 
direction of the City engineer.  This program goes beyond the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit for discharge to Sligo Creek to undertake numerous 
innovative projects ranging from a green street to a green roof and bioretention facilities.  
The program is funded by a stormwater management fee levied on all properties. The City 
Council serves as the Stormwater Management Board. In FY 2012, stormwater 
management funds allocated toward system operation and maintenance totaled $287,500.  
Examples of projects funded include street sweeping, cleaning and inspecting the system, 
water testing, installing trash collection and sediment capture devices and reducing 
biochemical oxygen demand.  In addition to operations and maintenance, FY2012 capital 
projects totaled $211,000  for four projects involving bioretention, erosion control, and 
stream restoration.  Public information on the City’s website includes materials about best 
practices for managing and reducing stormwater run-off. The stormwater management 
program is summarized in the NPDES annual report (File 1 attached).  

Documentation: Stormwater Mgmt Report (NPDES Annual Report)

Stormwater 
Manager/Coor
dinator

15

In Takoma Park, the City Engineer has been designated 
Stormwater Management Coordinator for over 15 years.  The 
Engineer reports to the Director of Public Works and is 
responsible for overall management of stormwater activities.  
Among other duties, the City Engineer develops and implements 
the City’s storm water management program; develops and 
recommends the annual stormwater budget; monitors and 
administers the approved budget; reviews stormwater permit 
applications and monitors compliance and undertakes public 
education activities regarding stormwater.  The incumbent is Ali 
Khalilian.  A copy of the job description is attached (File 1).

Documentation: City Engineer Position Description

Lauren Marshall

In Takoma Park, the City Engineer has been designated Stormwater Management 
Coordinator for over 15 years.  The Engineer reports to the Director of Public Works and is 
responsible for overall management of stormwater activities.  Among other duties, the City 
Engineer develops and implements the City’s storm water management program; develops 
and recommends the annual stormwater budget; monitors and administers the approved 
budget; reviews stormwater permit applications and monitors compliance and undertakes 
public education activities regarding stormwater.  The incumbent is Ali Khalilian.  A copy of 
the job description is attached (File 1).

Documentation: City Engineer Position Description

Stormwater 
Fee Structure 20 20 city code still intact?

Takoma Park has had a fee-based stormwater fund since 1996. 
The fee structure applies to residential, commercial and non-
profit properties.  Fees are used for system maintenance, capital 
improvements, and compliance with the NPDES permit.  The 
stormwater fee is codified in Section 16.08.060 of the Takoma 
Park Code (attached as File 1).  In addition, the City maintains a 
stormwater permitting system which is fee-based depending on 
the type and size of project involved. Further information, 
including public outreach, is available on the City’s website (http:
//www.takomaparkmd.gov/publicworks/stormwater).

Documentation:
City code 16.08.060
Stormwater Info on Website

Lauren Marshall

Takoma Park has had a fee-based stormwater fund since 1996. The fee structure applies to 
residential, commercial and non-profit properties.  Fees are used for system maintenance, 
capital improvements, and compliance with the NPDES permit.  The stormwater fee is 
codified in Section 16.08.060 of the Takoma Park Code (attached as File 1).  In addition, the 
City maintains a stormwater permitting system which is fee-based depending on the type 
and size of project involved. Further information, including public outreach, is available on 
the City’s website (http://www.takomaparkmd.gov/publicworks/stormwater).

Documentation:
City code 16.08.060
Stormwater Info on Website

Septics 
System 
Assessment 
and Inventory

15

Septics 
System 
Management 
Plan

20

Dedicated 
Septic System 
Fund

20

Develop a 
Water 
Conservation 
Plan

15

Develop a 
Water 
Conservation 
Outreach 
Program

10

Tree City USA 15 15 was the tree-city renewed?

The City  has historically managed the urban forest both on 
public and private lands through implementation of a tree 
ordinance under the supervision of a full-time Urban Forest 
Manager. The goal of the ordinance is to prevent net loss of the 
urban tree canopy. This is accomplished through a variety of 
activities including permitting of construction impacts to trees, 
planting on public property, subsidizing private tree planting, and 
public education. In addition, Takoma Park has a Tree 
Commission established to preserve, protect, and promote the 
urban forest of Takoma Park. In 2017, the city decided to take a 
new approach to urban forest management.  In addition to 
continuing to enforce the tree ordinance, the Urban Forest 
Manager will also be building out a proactive, forward thinking 
urban forest management program aimed at protection, 
maintenane and growth of the urban forest. The Takoma Park 
Committee on the Environment is also mandated to advise City 
Council regarding tree protection and related open space 
conservation. Educational activities include an annual Arbor Day 
celebration. Takoma Park has long been recognized as a Tree 
City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation. A copy of the 
certification is attached (File1). Documentation: Tree City 
certificate; City ordinance online at http://www.codepublishing.
com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark12/TakomaPark1212.
html#12.12

Lauren Marshall

The City manages the urban forest both on public and private lands through implementation 
of a tree ordinance under the supervision of a full-time city Arborist.  The goal of the 
ordinance is to prevent net loss of the urban tree canopy. This is accomplished through a 
variety of activities including permitting of construction impacts to trees, planting on public 
property, subsidizing private tree planting, and public education.  In addition, Takoma Park 
has a Tree Commission established to preserve, protect, and promote the urban forest of 
Takoma Park.  The Takoma Park Committee on the Environment is also mandated to 
advise City Council regarding tree protection and related open space conservation. 
Educational activities include an annual Arbor Day celebration.  Takoma Park has long been 
recognized as a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation.  A copy of the certification is 
attached (File1).

                Documentation: Tree City certificate; 
City ordinance online at http://www.codepublishing.
com/MD/TakomaPark/html/TakomaPark12/TakomaPark1212.html#12.12

Implement a 
Pet Waste 
Education 
Program

5

Develop a Pet 
Waste 
Program

5

Adopt a Pet 
Waste 
Ordinance

5 5 need updated ordinance/still on books

Title 15 of the Takoma Park Code regulates animal control.  Several sections of this Title 
are relevant to pet waste and are substantively equivalent to NJJEC model pet waste 
ordinance.  These include sections on definitions, removal of animal feces, animal 
nuisances, and violations.  This Title is enforced by a nuisance control specialist in the 
Takoma Park Police Department Title 15 is attached (File 1).

Documentation: pet waste ordinance 

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20 30

is the pesticide free act still on the books 
/ need updated proof
 yard waste / leaf collection - need 
updated promotion
 **composting is part of another IDP 
shoud it still count here?

Safe Grow Act of 2013
In 2013, the City passed legislation restricting the use of pesticides for cosmetic lawn care. 
One of the stated goals of this legislation is reducing pesticide pollutant burden to receiving 
waters.  The first part of the ordinance, for commercial applicators, was effective March 1, 
2014. Homeowners must comply as of January 1, 2015. The City has established a 
webpage with complete information on the Ordinance, the list of restricted pesticides and 
safer alternatives. The City has held informational workshops on related topics including 
Integrated Pest Management for encouraging beneficial  insects and organic lawn care 
methods. Additional information will be included in the July, 2014 newsletter and has been 
sent to licensed pesticide applicators and owners and managers of multi-family properties. 
Documentation: 
ttp://takomaparkmd.gov/safegrow 
Ordinance at http://cityclerk-takomapark.s3.amazonaws.com/ordinances/2013/or201328.pdf 

Yard Waste and Leaf Collection Program

Takoma Park has provided weekly yard waste collection (e.g., plant trimmings, leaves) and 
a 5 week fall vacuum leaf collection program for decades.  The city grinds the yard waste 
and leaf collection biomass into mulch that is available for city residents to use for free if 
they pick it up or for a small delivery fee.  This grinding reduces hauling costs and time for 
Public Works and creates an environmentally beneficial product by returning these organic 
nutrients back to the ground, often very locally.  The Department of Public Works (DPW) 
oversees these activities. The cost of the program is included in the DPW annual operating 
budget and is not self-sustaining.   The programs service all city residents.  Fall vacuum leaf 
collection is publicized through an annual mailing, the City newsletter, and website.
        
Documentation: leaf collection mailer and promotional materials

Participation in 
DHCD 
Sustainable 
Communities

20 20

if reapplied, need updated letter 
 or letter of intent to reapply
 was it actually designated a sustainable 
community
 Demonstrate progress on grant-funded 
programs

Housing and 
the 
Comprehensiv
e Plan

10 10

Housing element has to be updated 
within the past 6 years
 is the rent-stablization still intact?
 all the places planned for 
revdelopment, how did the plans go?
 any contruction plans? City has recently committed to an affordable housing initiative, and to including energy and environmentally sustainable measures as part of that. Affordable housing is one of the city's top priorities this year.

Land 
Preservation

City acquired, in partnership with local donations, the last large 
private wooded tract of land in Takoma Park (2.65 acres) as 
community open space, in Feb 2015.  Volunteer crews from the 
neighborhood periodically work to remove invasive plants and 
bring the property back to ecological health, with advice from the 
city urban forester.

Conduct 
Easement 
Outreach that 
Encourages 
Inspection, 
Evaluation, 
and 
Stewardship

15

In such a densely developed community, traditional conservation 
easements are not appropriate.  The City encourages private 
property owners to practice good stewardship by planting new 
trees and locally appropriate plants, A home habitat challenge is 
planned for next year.

Build 
Easement 
Inventory

10  – marked planned



@
2014 
points 
total

Re-cert 
Points Comments from SMC UPDATED NARRATIVE 2017 Author 2014 Narrative

Innovative 
Demonstration 
Projects

5 to 
20 30

has the sidewalk project been 
completed?
 how many plants have been planted?
 what types of plants have been 
planted?
 what else has been done in these two 
projects?

The City has two large land use and planning projects in design 
right now that address environmental issues and are innovative:

- Ethan Allen Gateway Streetscape Project 
The Ethan Allen Gateway is a high use area for pedestrians and 
a substantial business area that lacks adequate sidewalks, 
infrastructure compatible with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), street trees, and pedestrian-oriented lighting.
The project goal is to provide a safe and comfortable 
environment for pedestrians that links residents to alternative 
transportation options, and supports local shopping and a vibrant 
commercial center. The project will also address improving 
stormwater infiltration through the inclusion of Sustainable 
Design features. The City opened bids for this project in 2017, 
and it is funded to be completed in the 2018 budget.  

- Flower Avenue Green Street Project
“Green” streets provide the normal elements of a public right-of-
way—street, sidewalks, crosswalks, trees, bus stops, bicycle 
lanes, street lighting—but rather than have stormwater run into 
gutters and into pipes under the road, stormwater is diverted into 
vegetated landscape areas. The stormwater is slowed and 
filtered as it goes through the rain gardens or vegetated swales. 
Plants are watered naturally and the water is cleaned. The 
elements of a green street include sidewalks, crosswalks, bus 
stops and bicycle lanes because part of the environmental 
improvements comes from lessening the community’s need for 
automobiles for transportation.  The City has completed 100% 
design drawings and is waiting on State Highway Department 
approval before moving forward with the bidding process.  The 
project is funded for construction in 2018 and completition in 
2019.  

                Documentation: 
Ethan Allen Gateway Streetscape Project:     www.theNewAve.
com/development/projects/eag

Flower Avenue: http://floweravenue.takomaparkmd.gov/

The City has two large land use and planning projects in design right now that address 
environmental issues and are innovative:

- Ethan Allen Gateway Streetscape Project 
The Ethan Allen Gateway is a high use area for pedestrians and a substantial business area 
that lacks adequate sidewalks, infrastructure compatible with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), street trees, and pedestrian-oriented lighting.
The project goal is to provide a safe and comfortable environment for pedestrians that links 
residents to alternative transportation options, and supports local shopping and a vibrant 
commercial center. The project will also address improving stormwater infiltration through 
the inclusion of Sustainable Design features.

- Flower Avenue Green Street Project
“Green” streets provide the normal elements of a public right-of-way—street, sidewalks, 
crosswalks, trees, bus stops, bicycle lanes, street lighting—but rather than have stormwater 
run into gutters and into pipes under the road, stormwater is diverted into vegetated 
landscape areas. The stormwater is slowed and filtered as it goes through the rain gardens 
or vegetated swales. Plants are watered naturally and the water is cleaned. The elements of 
a green street include sidewalks, crosswalks, bus stops and bicycle lanes because part of 
the environmental improvements comes from lessening the community’s need for 
automobiles for transportation.

                Documentation: 
Ethan Allen Gateway Streetscape Project:     www.theNewAve.
com/development/projects/eag

Flower Avenue: http://floweravenue.takomaparkmd.gov/

Totals 405



Actions Description
2020 Points 

Earned

2022 
Possible 

points

Expired? Planned? 
Completed? 

Recommended?

Expected 
points 2023 
(see 2020 
possible 
points) Notes

Decision 
(Yay/Nay)

PRIORITY (star 
your top 2 in each 
category) 

Darryl to check internally within 
the city of Takoma Park to ensure 
our recommendations align with 
city expectations 

Category 1: Community Action [Sophia, Chiara]

Participation in MD Green Schools

An integrated approach to learning 
that incorporates environmental 
best management practices and 
community stewardship 30 30 Expired

Sophia was working with her school 
to connect with Native Plant 
resources;  Blair high school has 
initiated a food recovery program.

Sophia Yarrow, 
Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany, Janet

Conduct Community Barriers and 
Benefits Assessment

This action can be completed once 
the community has developed a 
Green Team Action Plan and has 
identified any actions in the plan 
with significant behavior change 
components 0 15

Planned/Incomplete; 
Recommended

Sustainable Maryland Green Team 
Training 

Sophia Yarrow, 
Chiara , Janet

Total 65 85

Category 2: Community Based Food Systems  [Janet, Chiara, Sophia]

Establish CSA Drop-off location

A Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) drop-off 
specifically for municipal workers 
would encourage support for local 
agriculture 10 10

Orissa, Megan, 
chiara, sophia 

Local Food Fair

Consumers will not/cannot 
purchase that of which they are 
now aware of; this fair would 
educate local consumers ont he 
variety of locally produced foods 
and their availability 0 10 Recommended

Recommendation to continue only if 
deemed an efficient way to get 
points- Crossroads Community 
Food Network does this in May

Sophia Yarrow, 
Brittany, Orissa 

Local Food Cooking & Preservation 
Classes 

This is an educationalopportunity 
to provide local consumers with 
knowledge and skills to encourage 
confidence regarding purchasing 
and preparing local foods 0 15 Planned/Incomplete 

Is there and audience for local food 
prep classes? if so we could 
propose to add food prep also with 
the goal to redduce food waste. Janet

Spring Transplant Sale

The primary goal is to increase 
locally grown food by getting fruit, 
herb, and vegetable plants into the 
hands of consumers, so they may 
grow their own fresh foods 10 10 recommend 

Should these be provided free of 
charge?  They are sold at the 
Farmers market and TP Ace holds a 
sale of plants in the spring. Chiara 

Fall Transplant Sale

Similar to the Spring Transplant 
Sale, this works to keep fresh 
foods in the hands and gardens of 
consumers year-round 10 10 Expired

Total 65 140
Category 3: Energy [Brittany, Diana]

Residential Energy Efficiency

This action works to reduce the 
cost and environemntal impact of 
heating and cooling homes 20 20 Expired REcommended

Sophia Yarrow, 
Chiara, Megan, 
Brittany

Municipal Energy Audits

Energy audits establish where and 
how buildings use energy and 
identifies opportunities for energy 
and cost savings. The energy audit 
process can begin as a simple 
organization of energy bills and 
can lead to technical evaluations 
that require the hiring of outside 
firms. There are two ways to 
accomplish an audit. The first is to 
complete an audit internally. The 
second is to secure a qualified 
auditing professional or firm. It may 
make sense to hire an energy 
services company (ESCO) to 
conduct some or all of the steps 
above; an ESCO often pair the 
audit with a contract to perform the 
resulting recommendations for 
upgrade and repair.

15 55
Expired. 
Recommended

Need to look into further detail on 
how to increase energy efficiency of 
the municipal buildings and conduct 
a new energy audit

Sophia Yarrow, 
Janet

Residential Electric Vehicles and 
Public Charging Stations

The municipal government has 
promoted the benefits of electric 
vehicles to residents and/or 
purchased or maintained use of 
publicly available charging stations 
in the past year. 15

I believe this is happening, we had 
the first EV station (full) in the 
country no?- Yes (Brittany)

Orissa, Chiara, 
Megan, Brittany

Total 70 180

Category 4: Greenhouse Gas [Orissa]

Community Carbon Footprint

Establishing a GHG inventory 
measures the amount of GHG 
emissions produced by a 
municipalities residents, schools, 
business, and industries in a given 
year

15 50
Expired. 
Recommended Yes. Resubmit GHG Inventory

Sophia Yarrow, 
Megan, Brittany, 
Janet

Municipal Carbon Footprint

This is the first step in reducing 
municipal GHG emissions, and 
measures the amount of GHG 
emissions produced by a 
municipality in a given year 15 15

Expired. 
Recommended 

Yes. check with Gina: https:
//takomaparkmd.
gov/initiatives/project-
directory/sustainability-and-climate-
action-plan-2019/ Orissa, Janet

Climate Change Adaptation 
Element

This is a planning tool to assess a 
community's vulnerability to the 
impacts of climate change and can 
help to determine strategies that 
will help to adapt to those impacts 5 5

Expired. 
Recommended 

https://documents.takomaparkmd.
gov/government/city-
council/agendas/2019/Documents/R
esilience-and-Adaptation-Memo.pdf

Climate Action Plan

A Climate Action Plan of CAP, 
outlines strategies and actions 
designed to reduce the impact a 
municipality has on the climate 20 20

Expired. 
Recommended Same as above 

Sophia Yarrow + 
Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany

Total 70 140
Category 5: Health & Wellness [Megan, Diana]

Living Well Program

This program aims to inform 
seniors, caregivers, and other 
persons with chronic diseases 
about living well including topics 
such as techniques to deal with 
chronic fatigue, pain, and isolation 0 20 Recommended

Recommendation: adjust 2017 
actions. Six-week program with 
TKPK Rec Dept, Holy Corss 
Hospital and maryland Dept of 
Aging to help seniors with chronic 
health problems. Improvements 
could include: more promotion; a 
virtual component; broad range of 
topics.

Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany, Janet



Actions Description
2020 Points 

Earned

2022 
Possible 

points

Expired? Planned? 
Completed? 

Recommended?

Expected 
points 2023 
(see 2020 
possible 
points) Notes

Decision 
(Yay/Nay)

PRIORITY (star 
your top 2 in each 
category) 

Darryl to check internally within 
the city of Takoma Park to ensure 
our recommendations align with 
city expectations 

Workplace Wellness Program

Workplace Wellness was created 
to improve the health of employees 
and provide support ot their 
families in making healthier 
choices 10 15

Expired. 
Recommended

Recommendation: adjust to mirror 
2017: employee assistance program 
for mental health; delivery of 
monthly newsletter from the 
employee health and wlelness 
committee. In 2020 monthly 
newsletter was not established and 
fewere events from the committee. 
Need additional events

Orissa, Megan, 
Janet

Total 60 120

Category 6: Local Economies  [Parag, Diana]

Organic Waste Composting

To permit and encourage residents 
to compost their food scraps and 
organic waste in order to divert 
food waste and other organics 
from disposal at a landfill. 20

New one and the city has a 
composting program. Recommend. 
Presentation from Mike confirmed 
that this is a new action. Janet, Orissa

Join Maryland Green Registry

This is an opportunity for 
municipalities to promote their 
sustainable practices and resutls 
through online member profiles. 
Municipalities can become eligible 
for Maryland Green Registry 
annual awards and participate in 
annual member contests 0 5 Planned/incomplete city should as a first step.

Sophia Yarrow, 
Megan, Janet

Total 115 270
Category 7: Natural Resources  [Sophia]

Tree City USA

Goals include to expand urban tree 
canopies in municipalties that yeild 
positive environmental, economic, 
and social benefits to the 
community 15 15 Expired

Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany, Janet

Stormwater Management Program

This action establishes a 
stormwater program to address 
requirements, operations, and 
maintenance of stormwater and 
related water quality and quantity 
for the municipality 15 15 Expired

Sophia yarrow, 
Megan, Janet 

Stormwater Manager/Coordinator

The description for this role 
involves increasing the 
muncipalities capacity to address 
stormwater management needs 15 15 Expired

Chiara, Brittany, 
Janet

Stormwater Fee Structure

The fee structure would dedicate 
financing for the municipality's 
operations and maintenance, as 
well as for retrofits and 
redevelopment projects 20 20 Expired

Provide Incentives for Watershed 
Stewardship on Private lands

The incentives work to encourage 
property owener bheaviors to 
engage in land management 
practices that promote natural 
habitats and health watersheds 15 15 Expired Orissa 

Provide voluntary opportuntiies in 
citizen engagement in watershed 
stewardship

These voluntary opportunities are 
for citizens who are sufficiently 
aware of the importance of natural 
habitats and healthy watersheds. 
This also stretched municipal 
capacity by engaging volunteers in 
watershed stewardship activities 10 10 Expired

Facilitate engagement in existing 
wtershed stewardship opportunities

The focal point of this action is to 
increase community members' 
awareness of, and access to 
watershed stewardship information 
and resources available through 
existing programs 10 5 Expired

Implement watershed stewardship/ 
pollution prevention outreach 
program(s)

Education is the focus of this 
action including increased 
appreciation from community 
members of the value of a healthy 
watershed increase in the 
fundamental understanding by 
community members of how land 
management impacts water 
quality, and increased 
understanding of how to protect 
water quality. 0 10

Create a Watershed Plan

This would prepare the town's 
priority areas by including 
stewardship activities, water quality 
project opportunities, and 
implementation of cost estimates 20 20 Expired

Total 160 270
Category 8: Planning and Land Use  [Megan, Chiara]

Housing and the Comprehensive 
Plan

This plan when implemented would 
help prepare municipalities to 
maintain an adequate supply of 
quality housing. This includes 
moderate- and low-income 
affordable options 10 10 Expired

Sophia Yarrow + 
Orissa, Megan

Participation in DHCD Sustainable 
Communities

This action encourages 
municipalities to participate in the 
Maryland Department of Housing & 
Community Development (DHCD) 
Sustainable Communities 
designation 20 20 Expired

Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany, Janet

Total 60 105
Category 9: Historic Preservation [NEW].  [Janet]

Historic Area Zoning Ordinance

The goals of this action include 
historic preservationincluding 
safeguarding the heritage of local 
jurisdictions, structures and sites 
that reflect the culture, social, 
political, and architectural history of 
the region 10

Sophia Yarrow, 
Megan

Establsih National Register Historic 
District

This action supports the State's 
efforts to recognize and preserve 
buildings, districts, etc 10

Establish Local Historic Property 
Tax Incentives

These tax incentives are tools 
used to encourage investment and 
rehabilitation in historic 
communities 15

Orissa, Brittany, 
Janet
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Completed? 

Recommended?

Expected 
points 2023 
(see 2020 
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points) Notes

Decision 
(Yay/Nay)

PRIORITY (star 
your top 2 in each 
category) 

Darryl to check internally within 
the city of Takoma Park to ensure 
our recommendations align with 
city expectations 

Become a certified Local 
Government

This action encourages 
municipalities to promote historic 
preservation 15

Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany, Janet

Total 0 50
Category 10: Transportation [NEW].   [Parag, Megan]

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
This action creates conditions that 
encourage bicycling and walking 15

Orissa, Megan, 
Brittany, Janet

Safe Routes to School Program

This action is intended to develop 
safe routes for children to use 
when walking or biking to school 10 Recommend

Sophia Yarrow, 
Chiara, Brittany

Total 0 40

665 1310

Sum of 
selected 
actions 525
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