
CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 

Office of the City Manager 

7500 Maple Avenue 

Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 

City of Takoma Park Public Notice and Amended Order 

Temporarily Suspending the Legal Time Requirements for 

Maryland Public Information Act Responses Due to Covid-19 Considerations 

1. This notice is given by the City Manager of the City of Takoma Park acting

pursuant to the Proclamation of Governor Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. (the "Governor") dated 

March 5, 2020 proclaiming a state of emergency and a catastrophic health emergency 

related to COVID-19, as it may be amended or renewed from time to time, and the Order 

of the Governor dated March 12, 2020 entitled "Extending Certain Licenses, Permits, 

Registrations, and Other Governmental Authorizations, and Authorizing Suspension of 

Legal Time Requirements," as it may be amended from time to time (altogether, 

"Governor's Order"), after finding that the action(s) described herein will not endanger 

the public health, welfare, or safety. 

2. Due to the Governor's Order, the City Manager of the City of Takoma Park

closed City facilities, and also required the majority of City staff to work from home. As a 

result, most City staff are not physically present to access documents and records subject 

to a Public Information Act request. 

3. The Maryland Public Information Act at Maryland Code, § 4-101 et seq., of

the General Provisions Article, which applies to requests for documents and records as 

opposed to requests for information, contains several specific timelines that may not be 

able to be satisfied until the state of emergency and catastrophic health emergency 

specified in the Governor's Order is lifted and City facilities have reopened at least for City 

staff. These timelines include: 

• § 4-203(a) of the General Provisions Article specifies that requests for

documents and records must be granted or denied "promptly, but not

more than 30 days after receiving the application."

• § 4-203 (b)(l) of the General Provisions Article further requires that public

records included in approved applications be provided "not more than 30
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all residents receiving email notifications from the City and all individuals with open public 
information requests, and by posting of this Notice at City Hall; and further 

ORDER that this Amended Order have no effect until the next business day after 
the Governor is notified of this Amended Order Suspending for the City the Legal Time 
Requirements Regarding Maryland Public Information Act Timelines, on which day 
following such notice to the Governor this Order shall go into effect and shall remain in 
effect until thirty (30) days after the Governor's Order has been terminated and the state 
of emergency and proclamation of the catastrophic health emergency therein stated has 
been rescinded. 
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