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Meet Your Maryland Legislators

• Senator William C. Smith, Jr. 
• will.smith@senate.state.md.us
• (301)-858-3634

• Delegate David Moon
• david.moon@house.state.md.us
• (301)-858-3474

• Delegate Jheanelle Wilkins
• jheanelle.wilkins@house.state.md.us
• (301)-858-3493

• Delegate Lorig Charkoudian
• lorig.charkoudian@house.state.md.us
• (301)-858-3423
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Killed by MCPD



Two Topics for Tonight’s Discussion:

• The Upcoming Process for Police Reform in Maryland- We will explain details of 
recently announced plans for police accountability legislation in the next legislative 
session.

• The District 20 Team’s Goals for Police - We will discuss a few or our goals for police 
accountability and the bigger picture of the D20 Delegation and D20 community’s work 
on justice reform, equity, public health, and more. 



D20 Leadership on the Issue of Policing Reform
• Two D20 Delegation Members serve on the relevant committees for this issue:

• Delegate Moon, Chair of the Criminal Law and Procedure Subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee
• Senator Smith, Chair of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee

• All Members of the D20 Delegation have introduced and passed bills on policing, including:
• Police Racial Profiling
• Crisis Intervention - Mental Health
• School to Prison Pipeline - Restorative Practices in School Discipline
• Ban Pre-K Suspension
• Police Military Equipment
• SWAT Regulation
• Decriminalization of Nonviolent Offenses
• Decriminalization of Poverty

• The D20 Delegation has organized forums and community conversations

• The D20 Team has remained engaged on the issue of police shootings in Montgomery County



Policing Reform in Maryland - Recent Legislative Efforts

The Law Enforcement 
Officer’s Bill of Rights 
(LEOBR) & Police 
Misconduct Investigations:

• Requiring Complaints to 
Be Notarized

• Giving Police 5 Days 
Before They’re 
Interviewed

• Civilian Role in 
Disciplinary Proceedings 

The Maryland Public 
Information Act (MPIA) & 
Public Access to Police 
Disciplinary Records:

• Hiring Issues
• Anton’s Law 

Other Recent Police Reform 
Legislative Debates:

• Bodycams & Wiretap Rules
• Police Militarization (SWAT & 

Surplus Equipment)
• Use of Force Penalties 

(Qualified Immunity, Criminal 
Prosecution & Disciplinary 
Boards)



What the District 20 Team is Fighting for:
The Path Forward for Policing Reform in Maryland

• Recognize that this is part of larger, structural issues of systemic racism and criminalization of 
poverty

• Defunding Police = Investing in Social Services + Redefining public safety 
• Including those which currently lead to police response such as addiction recovery and mental health 

treatment

• Need to address economic justice & wealth gap, invest in equitable education, healthcare, 
housing, transit, environmental justice, etc.

• Even while we work on the larger structural issues, need to reform policing, establish 
community oversight and hold police accountable.



What the District 20 Team is Fighting for:
Some Specific Goals in Maryland

• Remove police from schools

• Repeal the L.E.O.B.R.

• Establish high limits around use of force

• Establish a “duty to intervene” with extensive bystander training

• Establish strong, real civilian oversight

• Reform M.P. I.A. and access to disciplinary records

• Require de-escalation training

• Ban chokeholds/strangle holds

• Establish State-level special prosecutor’s office for police violence

• Establish evidence-based pre-employment testing to screen out problematic 
behaviors

• Enact additional training requirements (hours & 
content)

• Revise police-involved shooting investigations

• Prohibit departments from using arrest or 
ticket quotas

• Remove liability caps

• Prohibit no-knock warrants



Maryland House of Delegates
Police Accountability Reform Process

• Opportunities and challenges 
for reform in the 2020 session

• House Work Group on Police 
Reform and Accountability

• Bodycam, LEOBR, Use of 
Force Standards & 
Independent Prosecution

• Caucus letter to Governor 
Hogan on Police Reforms & 
Local Debates Underway



Maryland State Senate
Police Accountability Reform Process

• June 4th, 2020 Policing 
Reform Letter from Senator 
Smith 

• Outlook from the Judicial 
Proceedings Committee and 
the Maryland Senate



Closing Remarks



Questions? 
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