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Takoma Park City Council Meeting – March 14, 2018 
Agenda Item 2 

 
Work Session 
Resolution Affirming Our Support of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
 
Recommended Council Action 
Consider and vote on the resolution. 
 
Context with Key Issues 
Nuclear weapons are the only weapons of mass destruction not subject to an international ban. The 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons would establish a ban on nuclear weapons. It was 
adopted by 122 nations on July 7, 2017 and was opened for signing in September 2017.  Once 50 
nations have ratified or acceded to it, the Treaty will enter into force. 
 
Given that the United States has declined to ratify the Treaty, cities and states are encouraged to 
take their own steps to comply with the Treaty by not investing in the 26 companies that make 
nuclear weapons, not purchasing products or services from the companies, and prohibiting all other 
nuclear weapons-related activity within their borders. 
 
Council Priority  
Livable Community for All; Environmentally Sustainable Community 
 
Environmental Impact of Action 
Use of nuclear weapons would have catastrophic environmental effects resulting from both blast 
damage and release of radiation. Manufacture, testing, and deployment of the weapons results in 
environmental hazards and harm. 
 
Fiscal Impact of Action 
N/A 
 
Racial Equity Impact of Action 
We do not believe this action will disproportionately impact any particular group. 
 
Attachments and Links 

● Resolution Affirming Our Support of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
● International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) Website 
● Brochure prepared by ICAN 

 
 

http://www.icanw.org/
https://documents.takomaparkmd.gov/government/city-council/agendas/2018/ican-nuclear-ban-brochure.pdf


Introduced by: 
 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 
 

RESOLUTION 2018- 
AFFIRMING THE CITY’S SUPPORT OF THE 

TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park established itself as a nuclear-free zone in 1983, when 

the City Council adopted the Takoma Park Nuclear Free Zone Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act prohibits production of nuclear weapons as well as facilities, equipment, 

components, supplies, or substance used for their production; requires that the 
City develop a socially responsible investment policy, specifically addressing any 
investments the City may have or may plan to have in industries and institutions 
which are knowingly and intentionally engaged in the production of nuclear 
weapons; and, prohibits the City from granting any award or contract to a nuclear 
weapons producer or purchasing or leasing products produced by a nuclear 
weapons producer; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Act established the Nuclear-Free Takoma Park Committee to ensure 

compliance with the Act, provide advice to the City Council, and conduct 
educational activities related to the intent and purpose of the Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, Takoma Park has continued to take the lead among nuclear-free cities in 

maintaining a high level of awareness about the importance of abolishing 
humankind’s most deadly and unnecessary invention; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the more than 70 years since nuclear weapons were used on the cities of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the weapons technology has proliferated and the 
number of nations with known nuclear warhead production capability has grown 
to nine, despite efforts to contain it; and  

 
WHEREAS,  according to the Federation of American Scientists, in 2017 the nine nuclear 

weapons powers had a total of 14,900 nuclear warheads, over 13,000 of which 
are held in the arsenals of the United States and Russia; and 

 
WHEREAS,  another five European nations host US nuclear weapons on their soil as part of a 

NATO nuclear-sharing arrangement, and roughly two dozen other nations claim 
to rely on US nuclear weapons for their security; and 

 
WHEREAS, the production, testing, and deployment of these weapons results in health and 

environmental hazards and harm, while diverting scarce public resources away 
from human needs; and 



 
WHEREAS, nuclear weapons have been the only weapons of mass destruction not subject to 

a categorical ban, despite the catastrophic consequences that would result if they 
are used again; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, adopted by 122 nations on 

July 7, 2017, establishes a ban; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Treaty establishes the same standards for all nations and embodies the 

principle that there can be no safe hands for nuclear weapons; and 
 
WHEREAS, once 50 nations have ratified or acceded to it, the Treaty will enter into force; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a Nuclear-Free Zone for almost 35 years and signatory to the Mayors for 

Peace covenant, the City of Takoma Park is compliant with the Treaty. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA 
PARK, MARYLAND endorses the efforts of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN) to promote adherence to and implementation of the United Nations nuclear 
weapon ban treaty; and 
    
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Council affirms its support of the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and urges other cities to become nuclear-free zones.  
 
Adopted this __ day of March, 2018 


