Takoma Park City Council Meeting — January 24, 2018
Agenda Items 3 and 4

Work Session

Discussion of Amendment to Takoma Park Code, Chapter 2.16 Boards and Commissions (Facade
Advisory Board

Discussion of Amendment to Takoma Park Code, Chapter 8.40 Commercial District Facade
Regulations

Recommended Council Action
None — discussion only.

Context with Key Issues

The Council established the Facade Advisory Board (FAB) to serve in an advisory role for commercial
properties in the City and as the Local Advisory Panel to the Montgomery County Historic
Preservation Commission. The Board provides recommendations on proposed facade changes in the
commercial historic district. In the interest of clarifying and systematizing the code, the Facade
Advisory Board has recommended amending the code in Chapter 8.40, as agreed upon by the
Facade Advisory Board at the November 14, 2017 meeting.

The proposed revisions include moving the content of Article 1, establishing the committee, to
Chapter 2.16, following the established format for other Council-appointed committees. The
proposed revision of Article 2, Standards, retains the application of Montgomery County zoning
standards and City Property Maintenance Code standards and removes the detailed design
standards, many of which are no longer applicable or acceptable. The recommendations of the
Board will continue to be guided by the historic design standards as set forth by the U.S. Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, the Montgomery County Code,
and the Design Guidelines for Commercial Buildings adopted by Council in 2011. Provisions
addressing the operations of the Board are removed; such provisions are or will be in the Board's
bylaws.

Council Priority
Engaged, Responsive, Service-oriented Government

Environmental Impact of Action
N/A

Fiscal Impact of Action
N/A

Racial Equity Impact of Action
We do not believe this Council action will adversely affect or disproportionately impact any particular

group.

Prepared by: Rosalind Grigsby, Community Development Manager Posted: 2018-01-17
Approved by: Suzanne R. Ludlow, City Manager



Attachments and Links
¢ Draft ordinance amending Chapters 8.40 and 2.16 of the Takoma Park Code.

Prepared by: Rosalind Grigsby, Community Development Manager Posted: 2018-01-17
Approved by: Suzanne R. Ludlow, City Manager
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Introduced by: First Reading:
Second Reading:
Effective Date:

City of Takoma Park, Maryland

Amending the Takoma Park Code Chapters 8.40, Commercial District Facade Regulations,
and 2.16, Boards and Commissions, to improve the organization of the City Code and
clarify the standards applicable to City businesses

WHEREAS, on October 11, 1999, the City Council adopted the Commercial District Facade
Ordinance (as Takoma Park City Code 8.40), regulating a variety of building and sign
improvements within the Old Town and Takoma Junction commercial historic districts and
establishing the Facade Advisory Board to provide assistance to affected building and business
owners; and

WHEREAS, City staff and administrative bodies regularly review the City Code for issues of
clarification, systematization, and accuracy; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 2.16 contains enabling legislation for most Council-appointed
administrative bodies; and

Whereas, Chapter 8.40 applies Takoma Park Code 6.12 and 10.16.020 and Montgomery County
zoning standards but also prescribes standards that conflict with other applicable law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND THAT:

SECTION 1. Chapter 2.16, Boards and Commissions, of the Takoma Park Code is hereby
amended to as follows:

Article 10: Facade Advisory Board

2.16.350 Board established.

There is established a Takoma Park Facade Advisory Board which shall serve in an official

advisory role to help ensure that facade designs are harmonious and consistent with the intended

guality and character -the City-CouncH-on-al-mattersrelatedto-the facades-of commercial
buildings in the historic commercial district, identified as: 1) Takoma Old Town -- all

commercial properties located on Laurel Avenue and Carroll Avenue (MD 195), between

Eastern Avenue and Columbia Avenue; and 2) Takoma Junction -- all commercial properties
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located on Carroll Avenue (MD 195) and Ethan Allen Avenue (MD 410) between Philadelphia

Avenue (MD 410), Lee Avenue, and Sycamore Avenue.

2.16.360 Statement of purpose.

The Facade Advisory Board (FAB) is established as an advisory panel to:

A. Help ensure that facade designs and their maintenance are harmonious and consistent with
the intended quality and character of the commercial areas of Takoma Park;

B. Provide guidance and assistance to commercial building and business owners seeking
permits for facade alterations, signs, and new construction work;

C. Advise the Takoma Park Council and cSoordinate with and advise the City of Takoma Park
Code EnforcementDepartmentstaff;

D. Inform citizens and business owners of the historic district benefits and requirements and
continue coordinating with the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission and the
Montgomery County Department of Fire and Rescue Services—Code Enforcement (MCFD)
regarding necessary approvals.

2.16.370 Board membership, terms of office, structure and staffing.

A. The FAB shall consist of seven voting members.

1. At least two members shall be professionals such as architects, planners, or
historians.

2. At least two members shall be building or business owners located or doing business
in the —Takoma Old Town and Takoma Junction commercial areas.

3. One member shall represent Historic Takoma, Inc. The Board of Historic Takoma,
Inc. shall select two representatives from among its membership for consideration by the City
Council, one of which may be appointed to serve as a voting member of the FAB, the other to
serve as an alternate.

B. Terms of Office

1. W.ith the exception of the representatives from Historic Takoma, Inc., tFhe seven
members shall serve staggered three-year terms, with initial appointments of one, two —and
three years. The terms shall begin on April 1st and end on March 31st.
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2. With the exception of the representatives from Historic Takoma, Inc., no member
shall serve for more than two consecutive full terms.

3. Historic Takoma, Inc. shall appoint its representatives annually. Such
representatives may serve for an unlimited number of one-year terms.

C. Structure

——1 _The Board shall organize to accomplish its purposes and elect from its members co-
chairs and other officers as it shall deem necessary. Elections for officers shall be held annually.

D. Staffing

1. The City AdministratorManager shall assign City staff familiar with building code and
historic preservation —policies and procedures in Takoma Park, Montgomery County, and the
State of Maryland to support the FAB.

2.16.380 Duties and responsibilities of the Board.

A. The FAB shall advise commercial building and business owners of the requirements to do
work in the historic district and available financial resources.

B. The FAB may make recommendations to the Montgomery County Historic Preservation
Commission regarding facade, sign, and similar architectural and planning related issues.

C. Members may advise and comment but shall recuse themselves from voting on issues
affecting properties in which they have any direct financial interest.

D. The City staff will be responsible for managing administrative functions of the FAB,
assisting applicants in preparing presentations to the FAB, preparing agendas, and preparing
reports for the FAB.

Section 2. Chapter 8.40, Commercial District Facade Regulations, of the Takoma Park Code
is hereby amended to as follows:

Article 1. Standards
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8.40.010 County requlations.

A. Montgomery County standards and regulations shall apply within all commercial areas of

Takoma Park including:

1. Building Code requlations (latest version).

2. Montgomery County Zoning Code, Chapter 59, including the Sign Ordinance

(latest version).

3. Montgomery County Historic Preservations requlations shall apply in the

Takoma Park Historic District.

B. The following Takoma Park City Code provisions shall apply: Chapter 6.12, Property
Maintenance Code, and Section 10.16.020.

C. The Design Guidelines for Commercial Buildings, developed by the Takoma Park Facade

Advisory Board and adopted by the Takoma Park City Council on July 25, 2011, are intended to:

1) assist property owners and tenants of commercial buildings in maintaining, preserving and

enhancing the architectural character of their properties, and 2) to assist architects, contractors

and others with planning and implementing repairs, rehabilitation and restoration of those
properties.

8.40.020 Compliance procedures.

A. Reviews and Approvals.

1. Design plans are required to be reviewed and approved by Montgomery

County before proceeding with work.

a. Zoning Regulations. All permanent and temporary signage shall be installed

and maintained in accordance with the requlations set forth in Montgomery County

Zoning Code, Chapter 59, Division 6.7, Signs (latest version). County permits for

facade changes require a municipality letter from the City of Takoma Park.

b. Required Permits. Design plans on commercial properties within the Takoma

Park Historic District are required to be reviewed by the Takoma Park Facade

Advisory Board. A review report by the Facade Advisory Board must accompany
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plans submitted to the County. Historic Area Work Permits shall be secured from

the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission prior to the alteration

of buildings in designated historic districts. Sign permits for the historic

commercial area shall be obtained from the Montgomery County Department of

Permitting Services prior to sign installation.

23. All demolition applications are subject to review and approval by the

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission as stipulated under Chapter
24-A of the Montgomery County Code.
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Section 3. This ordinance shall become effective

Adopted by the Council of the City of Takoma Park this day of by roll-call vote as
follows:
AYE: NAY: ABSTAIN: ABSENT:

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Additions to the Code are shown by underlining. Deletions are shown by strikethrough.
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