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REGULAR #IEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNGIL
TOWNOF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND.
June 20, 1932

The Council met at 8:00 o'cloclks

There were present the May or and Counecilmen
Adams, ILverson, Remsen, Rogers, sSherburne and Ware.

The minutes of the Llasth regular meeting were
read by the Clerk and were approved.

Hihelr e anilaESneonEhillySreporSe EEhclilizea sirer
examined and approved by the IFinance Committee was
read and on motion of lMr. Rogers was received and
it ll@els

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Viereck and Mr. J. D. Coffman,
residing on Philadelphia Avenue, requested the con-—
struetilionNoiNaNcuiliverciacrosi st Hollyimiventcl,wels G oL
RhitliaideliphiafiiventeisnNordersthatNsatidNsibreetimeay
be filled and extended to Philadelphia Avenue. Re-
gquest referred to the Street Committee. A

Communications and petitions were presented and
aleibed  tpensa iindaieaied e S oIRlomw S

Erom Mrs C. H. Mallory, 262 Maple Avenue, rel-
ative to gonditions at Philadelphia and laple Avenues
resulting from recent heavy rains. Referred to the
Street Committees

From Mr. H. BE. Dodge relating to the same matter;
referred to the Street Committee.

From Mp. Emil Kreutzer relative to conditions
on Tulip Ave. caused from the culvert under that street
being too small to carry the water draining the Fern
Street underpass which has been drained into’ the
Sihrreamvaiafiiia s ernwAvieniciii e fic rredito  thesSEre et
Committee.

From Mr. Ross PFarrar, 14 Elm Avenue, relative Eo
the construction of gasoline station within 1000 ft.
offNlis S propeR bty e Refierreditol thel Civies ITnprovement
Cormittees '
Erom “ir. @C. R. Wilcox calling atbtention to a
waste ineinerator, simulating-a tree trumk, a product
of local mamufacture, intended for and adaptable for
burning refuse accumulating on public parks and .streets
which he thinks would be desirable for local use.
Referred to the Civic Improvement Committee.

A petition presented by lMr. Walter .Prichard re-
questing the paving of Buffalo and Albany Avenues.
Referred to the Street Committee.



From Mrs J. N. Houck requesting the grading of
Sligo Mill Road. Referred to the Street Committee.

From lMr. J. F. Noonan, 318 Cedar Avenue, re-
questing construction of a culvert to prevent his
property from being washed away by the rains. Referred
to the Street Committee.

From lir. Rufus Shenk, Elm Avenue, requesting
immediate repair of street drain across HElm Avenue
to prevent the destruction of his property. Referred
ibeNChemS tree R eommitticee:.

From Mrs. We J. McDaniel, 6625 Eastern Avenue,
urging extension of the safely fence on Eastern Avenue,
between Ash Avenue and Whittier Street, and requesting
that Eastern Avenue in this section be oiled. Re-
ferred to the Street Committee.

From Mrs. W. J. MeDaniel, 6625 Eastern Avenue,
complaining of grading on the nroperty elihcrEnecich=
bor which results in drainage waters from his prop-
erty flowing upon her lot and damaging it. Referred
to the Ordinance and Judiciary Committee.

From Mrs. C. H. Siegler, 115 Cedar Avenue, re-
questing repair of a block of cement sidewalk adjoin-
ing her property. Referred to the Street Committee.

From J. N. Romm, requesting that Eastern Avenue
be graded and repaired. Referred to the Street Com-
mitteee

A petition signed by R. Houston Jones and other
residents on Philadelphia Avenue requesting that im-
medlate steps be taken to construct a storm sewer a-
long Cedar Avenue and Philadelphia Avenue to care for
the inecreased storm water resulting from recent im-
provement of Saratoga Avenue and the Fern Street un-
derpass. Referred to the Street Committee.

From Dr., Llewellyn Jordan relative to the un-
kempt condition of the North Takoma Parks, the unmown,
waist high grass on the park area adjacent to the B.
and 0. tracks and along the sidewalks on Takoma Ave, ;
also calls attentlion to the occupancy of the North
Takoma train shed by tramps during the night and in-
demrses the ‘pebition: for imprevement of Buffailecand
Albany Avenues. Referred to the Civiec Improvement
Committee.

From the Takoma Park Community League trans-
mitting letters and resolutions concerning the con-
struction of a sidewalk on the bridge across the B.
and O. railroad right of way in North Takoma. Re-
ferred to the .Street Committee.

From Mr. C. A. May, 201 Baltimore Avenue, re-
questing that existing drainage conditions through

o~



Brashears Avenue be remedied. Referred to the Street
and Health Committees .

From W, S. Clark and other residents along
Domer Avenue requesting installation of street lights
and grading and surfacing of that street. Referred
to Street and Police, Fire and Lights Committee.

From John Deeb and other residents along West-
moreland Avenue between 2nd and 3rd Streets calling
attention to the almost impassable condition of that
street and requesting relief. Referred to the Street
Committee.

From Mr. J. Edward Fowler calling attention to
the deplorable condition of South Lincoln Avenue and
asking for immedilate relief. Referred to the Street
Committee

From Mr. W. E. Offutt, Sanitary Inspector of
the lMontgomery County Health Depaftment calling at-
tention to an inspection made by him of the hog farm
near White Oak where the Town of Takoma Park gargape
is disposed of. Conditions there have been complained
o by peoplenilivinegin the il cinity and Mna. Offutt
dees not think the operator of the place can ababe
the nuisance on aeccount of finanecial circumgstances.
States that he has given him until the 23rd of June to
malce satisfactor“’dlsposal of garbage, failing which
hauling of the garbage to this farm will be stonped.
Town 1s being notified so as to make other arrange-
ments for disposal of the garbage 1f found necessary.
Refierred: to the Healsth Committee.

From the Takoma Park Volunteer Fire Department,
Martin Iverson, President, stating that the Trustees
have voted to request the Counecil Go appropriate j
$600 to the Department for the employment of a super- |
intendent of the fire department bu¢1ﬂ1n~' that if \
favorably considered the employment of lr. E. E.
Blodgett for this position is recommended in case he

igs pelilcved from his duties as police officer. 'Re- /
ferred to Police, Fire and Lights Committee. /

lir. Rogers, from the Finance Committee, presented
bills examined and approved by the Committee, amounting
to $667.25 and on his motion the bills were ordered
paid.

Mr. Adams, from the Finance Committee, moved that
the Treasurer be authorized and directed to open an
account with the Citizens Bank of Takoma Park. The
motion was carried.

Mr. Iverson, from the Health Committee, stated
that efforts were being made to improve conditions
at the hog farm where the town garbage is disposed of
so as to overcome the objections of neighbors and the



County Health Department. He stated that the apparent
neglect of the North Takoma Parks will have prompt
attention through the Park and Planning Commissione.
Mr. Remsen from the Streeb GCommittee', submitted
detailed report of routine work during the past month.
The paving of Hodges Lane and Holly Avenue has been
complicted¥andthe sbrecitisopencd N Folcraiiticr

The Committee recommends approval of the request
of Captain C. L. Boyer to use the Munieipal Building
for the storage of the small floats used in the annual
Fourth of July celebrations upon condition that the
Town assumes no responsibility for the safety thereof.
Recommendation approved.

Mr. Remsen presented the written application of
lr. R. L. Houston Jones requesting that Major Fischer
sndSth e lowntorcebeNpermittediEoMcon strilc e el ert
through the rear of his property at Chestnut and Phil-
adelphia Avenues to join the culvert across Chestnut
Avenue now being constructed by the county, Mr. Jones
agreeings ol reimburse thel lown " For thenbime ol Stie T own
fiorce. DMr. Jones requested also that sheould the Town
in the future extend bthis storm sewer across adjaecent
propenbicsRonNal proraizaNcxpen ses o thcRllownist e paaclbe
refunded his proportionate share upon the same basis
aisiappliilcdS tolfneNadyoinncpreoperbitc sl e NG ommiic e
recommended “that tlhie request bel complied wish upoen the
conditions set forth. The recommendation was approved.

The Committee recommended that the purchase of ‘a
new truck at approximately $645.50 with an allowance of
oo for the old one, be approved and authorized. Re-
commendation approved.

lifgs ViEieE ifeen e CenmmlipEee on Follied,, HiweeE aimnel
ey pre senbedMbiNiEstorNtepaiiriin e e ol Cisiia G
the foot-bridge on Carroll Avenue and of the Fire
Marshal for $6.00, all of which were ordered paid on
motien of Mr. Adams.

On recommendation of the Committee 1t was direeted
that the Roelice, Hire andl Lights Committeel be authorized
to cooperate with the Fourth of July Celebration Com-
mittees and be granted authority to take such action
in behalf of the Mayor and Councill as may be deemed
neee sisaryasin SvhelnnterelstsTo M rhieNcellehratiiomns

Mr. Ware submitted to the Council wribtten ap=
plications from Mrssrs. Grant Benton and W. A. Dowling
for appointment as police officers which were ordered
SHlloditiio R GrelreRorenee

Mr. Ware,: for the Police, Fire and Lights Com-
mittee submitted the following recommendations: That
C. Earle Thomas and Albert M. Thomas be appointed as
police officers! at a salary of $LOO per: month; that
the purchase of uniforms and other necessary equip-
ment for the three Town police officers be authorized
at a cost of $119.70, The recommendations were ap-



proved on motion of lir. Remsen.

lr. Ware submitted the following roster of special
ofificersi Wim. " Fo i scher, Supt. of Publie Works; Oscar W.
Scherger, Fire lMarshal; E. E. Blodgett, Building Inspec-
bordand at=largeci; WA B Joseph, Biliss School; David
Cruze, Howard Drew, Washington Sanitarium; W. H. Evans,
Wildwood, at-large.

On recommendation of the Police, Fire and Lights
Committee, new street lights were authorized as follows:
on pole No. 72439, Jefferson Avenue, northeast of
Philadelphia Avenue; on pole No. 7445, Philadelphia
Avenue, southeast of Takoma Avenue.

lr. Sherburne, rfrom the Ordinance and Judiciary
Committee, relative to the resignation of J. Bond
Smith as Corporation Counsel reported that since the
term of town officers automatically terminate with the
expiration of the period for which appointed there
can be no reasonable excuse for the Council taking any
action. The committee recommended, however, that the
Couneil be guided by Mr. Smith's wishes expressed in
hist lletter of resignation when selecting a corporation
connseclitorlhieNen suinsyies i

lMr. Sherburne for the Ordinance and Judiciary
Committee recommended that the Mayor be authorized to
employ competent legal counsel until a permanent Cor-
poration Counsel be accepted as submitted which motion
was carried.

V. Sherburne moved that orders for work to be
done by any of the Town Departments shall be written
in duplicate on small cards by the Town Clerk and one
copy te be presented immediately to the proper De-
partment; upon completion of the work so ordered the de-
partment head or the party having charge of the work
shall write on the baeck of the card the disposition
which has been made and sign his name. The card so
"signed shall be returned immediately to the Town Clerk
and filed with the original copy in a file provided for
the purpose. At each meeting of the Council the Town
Clexk shall read all cards calling for work, if the
work has not been carried out during the month. These
cards shall be read before the Chairman of each com= -
mittee gilves his report and disposition of same entered
in the minutes of the meeting. The motion was carried.

llr. Adams from the Civic Improvement Committee
moved that the resignation of Mr. J. Bond Smith as
Town Delegate to the lMontgomery County Civiec Federation
be accepted. The motion was carried and Mr. R. G.
Sherburne elecbted as Delegate in Mr. Smith's place.

Mr. Adams moved that the purchase of five i
cinerators for use in public places be authorized.
The motion was carried.



There being no further business the Counecil,
at 10:15 p. M. adjourned.

Bryan Davis,

Clerk.



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
TOWN OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND.
JUIEyORETI952

At a special execubive meeting of the Mayor and
Couneil of the Town of Takoma Park, Maryland, called
by the Mayor and held at the O0ffice of the Town Clerk
andilireasurerteonsther abover datel, convening at8 olcloelk,
there were present the Mayor, and Councilmen Adams,
fyerison,WRiemsen,Whosers i Shierburncianasliarc A ani
Town' Cleric and Treasurer, Breyan Davis, and M. D. N.
Burnham of D. N. Burnham and Co., the firm engaged in
auditing the Town books.

ARTers the rellsecgll  the Mayier stated Gthat the
meesbang waseailliled " forsthel purpose o receaving a
preliminary report from the auditors. He also stated
that Mr. Ben G. Davis, former Mayor of the Town, was
regquested to be present, but apparently had a pre-
vious engagements.

M. Burnham, at the request of the lMayor, pro-—
ceeded to outline briefly from his notes and work-
shielelbs Srhel resuillzRof i s andiic et oldates

He stated as follows: -

That the audit was begun by his staff on
May 16, 1932,

Wagie ©a Mepe 17, WSE2 cne @ Sglhaer IWein) eEenHels
namely the Special Improvements Cash Book was
missing from the Office, and that it was among
thel records the day previous. That this fact was
reported to Mr. Ben G. Davis, who was then Mayor.
BEvery effort To locate the book on the part of
the Mayor, the Town Clerk and others who had
alccesSEbomvtheNORiice Min el udin oS shclNondiitor s who
Jjoined in the searech, failed to disclose iGs
whereabouts.

That the entries of "taxes paid" in the
General Tax Book, which did not appear in the
General Tax Day Book, amounted to $2365.80,

That errors in addition in the Day Book
disclosed a liability of the Treasurer amount-
ing Lol nil 90979,

That $202,000.00 was collected by the
Treasurer on account of Special Improvements.

o

That the ledger cards of the Special TIm-



provements Account revealed credits for payments
of but §194,000.00.

That approximately three hundred (300)
ledger eards were missing frem thel Speciail  Tm-—
provements Ledger File, and Ghat some few had
been found at various places around the office.

That approximately $18,000.00 was received
by the Treasurer for Special Improvements for
wh i chSFlhicrelwe el n olrecord s rNeaTdSr

That many entries in the Day Book and 2
numperSeoiNpascitoliaillis Ve sicliosiedNevaidenceNotE
erasures and changes in figures and totals,
amounts that had been checlked, approved and
iniGisiled by membens ot thetHinanece  Commitee
ot e TownMConneatiln

That about $37,000.00 remained unpaid on
Special Assessments.

Mr. Bryan Davis was then asked to and given an
OpPporEuUni Gy tofe xpiliain StheseNdifserepanecilels, M nuc s ta Ged
that he would offer no explanation until CThe audit
was complete - that probably the amounts not accounted
flor undert General Taxes were erroncously entered in
the missing book.

lMr. Remsen moved that tThe Treasurer, Bryan Davis,
be suspended until Che termination of thel audit. ALl
members of the Council voted "yes" except lMr. Iverson,
who did not vote.

Mr. Ware moved that the developments of this pre-
liminary report, as well as the transaction of this ex-
ecutive meeting off the Counecil, be held in' strictest
confidence. Pagsed witheout dissent.

It was decided to move the Town Office at once
and that as soon as possible business be resumed at
the Eire House.

Mr. Sherburne offiered to the auditor the use of
g EETEE e wlhe Bilhisgs Mleerriecall Seheell @i e @oims
pinuanee of Gthe audit. The lMayer therecupon btoolk
change of thellax S Caish, vand minuteNBeoks o futhe
eeasurers

lr. Adams moved that Mr. Rogers be made Assis-
tant Treasurer, secconded by Me. Sherburne.  The mo-
tion passed unanimously.

Mr. Adams offered the Mayor and Councll his as-
SigGancesinsshcNeil er rcaillmwork ot wrhc WA SIS anEllire sisiime el
The ofifer was =cecepted.

Mr. Remsen moved and lir. Rogers seconded the



motion, empowering the Mayor to employ legal counsel
for adviece in connection with the irregularities dis-
clioisled by thie audis.

The Council then ad journed.

JNO. R. ADAMS
Clerk, Pro tems.
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
TOWN OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND.
J By S TR SIS

The Council met at eight o'cloek in the Fire Housee.
S

The followling were present: Mayor Lewton, John
R Adamss i H. W Waive SR G Sherburne SRS Eve i son',
P. Remsen, H. E. Rogers.

Bills were presented, approved by the Finance
Committee, amounting to $1,679.49, and by vote, pay-
ment was ordered.

COMMUNLCATIONS AND PERTTIONS

Communications and Petitions were presented as
follows:

Gl G Pullvier, regardingls term watcrNaboveNCarrolil
Avenue Bridge. Referred to Street Committee.

From A. L. Wilson, regarding curb at 320 Spring
Street, referred to Street Committee.

From W. W. Swett, 212 Maple Avenue,. regarding
the parking of Autos on lMaple Avenue, referred to
Police CommitGee.

B G Mol anderiorNChancyilicnracchmre sardinomvhe
refuse dump on Chaney Terrace, referred to Health Com-
HLGIEEE G

We J. McDaniel, 6625 Eastern Avenue, regarding the
Potomac Electric light pole, making it difficult to se-
cure entrance to his driveway,referred to Police Com-
LG GEE

H. BE. Jenkins, 104 Carroll Avenue, regarding dust
on Chaney Terrace. Referred to Street Committee.

W. A. Mellen, regarding condition on Sligo Mildl
Road; Mr. Remsen to report later.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

The Street Committee submitted a report in which
they reported regarding the work done, in response to
requests received at the former monthly meeting.

The report of the committee recommended that they
be authorized to expend $200 from their budget to in-
stall proper culvert to Brashears Avenue, installing
it in such a way as to cover the pipe without causing
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inconvenience to adjoining properties, or the damaging
of any trees in the property of the Town. This re-
commendation, was, by vote, approved.

The report also recommended the purchase of a
Ford Fruck Ffor the sum of $615.18. @ This report was
also adopted.

Regarding the request of A. L. Wilson to lay a
curb at 320 Spring Street, the committee recommended
that permission be granted Mr. Wilseon to lay this
pertionNoRNthcEcurb,Mand stol approve ‘suchapren: o
sidewalk as may be necessary at his own expense, and
wiaclEie Glne  SupEmvISien O slae Rulgilic erelks, sheh sl
zee  WElilsien, 19E newliice @i wials 2euilens

POLICE, EIRE AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

The Police, Fire, and Lighting Committee recommended
that a pole be installed, pole number 76655, on Domer
Avenue, at an annual rental of $19.95. This recommen-
dation was approved by vote of the Council.

The Committee also recommended that signs be
erected on Maple Avenue, that for a period of sixty
days, parking be prohibited on the liest side of that
Avenue, from the District line to Philadelphia Avenue.
This was likewise approved.

gy WinpE  epeeseel phcly Sanee: deme 1L e Jullys 1S,
the department had received eighty complaints, involwv-
diae plag legs o ehullicdinen, SUienecsy srollehn e, OEEn
Waege heve been ©RREl TERd:

REPORT OF CIVIC INPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

The Civic Improvement Committee reported regard-
ing the use of the building at 405 Tulip Avenue as a
garage. This street has been zomed as residential,
- thish business, of course, is now being condueted 2t
that point.

Mris J. A. Stevens and Mr. G. A. Goodman, 500 and
002, Tulip Avenue, spoke in opposition to this business
bedineNcarricdion i nEasre st denvrailsdiistriet Wilhe S Navor
was Iinstructed to address a letter to the Zoning Com-
mission, requesting them to take some action in the
matter, stating that the Council protested against the
granting of permission for such use.

Mr. Adams reported that the playground at Phila-
delphia and Maple Avenues was opened July 1, with a
competent insbtructer. = In the past eleven days, two
of which were rainy, there were over four hundred
children present.

The Town has purchased thorough athleticcequip-
ment, and this is proving to be a valuable assét to
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the Town.

Mr. Adams reported that Spring Park at Elm and

Poplar Avenues has been cleaned up,
installed there, and the people

their refuse in this.

and an incinerator
have learned to burn

The same is true with reference to the Park at
Prince Georg's and Elm Avenues.

REPORT OF HEALTH COMMITTEE

The Health Committee,
with reference to the Town
Fischer has promised to do
reference to keeping it in

through Mr.

Iverson, reported

dump, and stated that Ma jor
the necessary work with
sanitary condition.

The dump at Chaney Terrace will probably be closed
in another year, but the complaint occurring to lNr.
Molander'!s land, would be taken care of.

On motion of lMr. Sherburne,

STOP STGNS TO BE ERECTED ON

TUL1P AVEI

IUE

it was voted that stop

signs be erected on both sides of Tulip Avenue, at the

street intersection, and that

through street.

Willow Avenue become a

lMeeting at 9:15 o'clock adjourned.

s

L. LEWTON, CHATIRMAN

E. ROGERS, SECRETARY
pro tem.



