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SPECIAL, NEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
TOWN OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYIA ND
NOVEIBER 9th, 1932.

Meeting called to order at 8:00 P.M. Those present were
Mayor Lewton, Councilmen Adams, Iverson, Remsen, Sherburne and
lare. '

Mayor Lewton stated that the meeting was called to discuss
the action to be ftaken in connection with the apparent shortage
of the former Clerk and Treasurer, Bryan Davis, and to lay be-
FOie SERwER MG reiFaEhi, Sineeinein Fgseonin, Blae HEEEE dn Blhe CESE s
Mr. Barrett Prettyman, Counsel for the Town of Takoma Park,
Maryland, was also present.

NS Prescotth sbated thasrhetwouldWlElceltorbeadvisedNof
the faets 1n regard to the apparent shortage in order that he
might present the matter properly to the Grand Jury when it
next convenecd.

AL the request of Mayor Lewbon, Mr. Burnham of the
Avditing firm of D. N. Burnham & Co., outlined at some length
the method by which the apparent shortage was brought aboute.

Mr. Burnham also statedthat there were about two hundred
cenfiirmaillon s veritonbereturnedsbe foreralcompileteand it eould
be recorded.

i aisldelelided®tha b thcliireasire rEsendMb:NISE R orathe s e
unconfirmed items, and to advise each one that if the infor-
mation desired wasnot given 1t would be necessariy to summons
them to Yourt in order that the information may be obtained.

Mr. Prettyman, Counsel for the Town of Takoma Park,
stated that the bond of the former Treasurer was not cumulabtive,
ands that the extent of the liabpility of the Bonding Company
was for the past year only, in the amount of Five Thousand
Dollars.

Meeting ad journed at 10:00 P. M.

S

N




52



o3

REGULAR MEBTING MAYOR AND COUNCIL
TOWN OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND

Neopecmbent 2l s, 952

Meeting called to order at 8:00 P. M.

Those present:- Mayor Lewton, Councilmen Adams, Iverson
RogemshRemsen,ibhemburne and Ware.

Minutes of Regular meeting, Octbober 17th, and Special
meeting of November 9th were read by ecleric and approved.

Bills in the amount of $1,220.79 were recommended paid by
the Hinance Committee, and payment was approved.

The fiinaneilal report of the Treasurer was read and on
motion of lr. Rogers was approved.
BN AR G A R B P R
TORNNCT A e QRN AT R REA TR TR
MARYILAND
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 19352.
DISBURSENMENTS :
STREETS :
Labor G697 .40 $ 397.40
SilalaiS Bilipaieite Gic) L2224
Hdw ool siite e’ 24,93
Gas-Auto upkeep 40,94 1288.34 $1685.74
PLAYGROUNDS ¢
PARKS & PARKING:
Grass Seed 209 :
Total 269
FTRE DEPARTMENT : 150.00

SERVICE:

Trash Coli.Labor 81 .80 6180

Garbage Col. " 180.00 s

gas—$?to upkeep 64 .03

Supplies 2950 46e 05
8 U [ Zaw vy o U

Street lighting 591465 agiGi6s

(§8)

m = > \ P,
Total 899.9
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Disbursements continueds:

POLICE:

:as—-Auto.upkeep
Lotal

Salaries
Teleplhone
Britnisie:
Eouipment
Supplies

Llotal

e e T E e B A G Ll
Wb ‘_/.-A\J_]_JJJ;!L; !Jh\-/ U 6 o

Auditor

Refunds-overpay
Gaxes

Insurance ALTAL 5 ©10)
Refund Bl dg. '

Permit 10010
Refund Street

Assess. 10,25
Releerdimmaliicos LSS

Total disbursements

RECEIPTS:

General taxes

Discounts allowed
T Penalties

(5]

Lalis GRaEEiE (o
Charges

T
)

300,00
240,64
5.40
S 70

96« 86

_580.00
o5
12.00

4.98

S« 50

660,00

« 50

Specilal Assessments
Blaalidaie ol RIS S

Electric I

Dog Tax

Overpayment taxes

Miscellaneous

$15.06

580.00

44,23

for month

$593. 60

424.23

660,00

« 950
471.00
10.00

0I5 25

35,75

$4911.74

HLLB6.56

45,20

Dol

323.43
900

2500

2295
735

. BELEE

&oa11 41
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BANK STATENENT:

Septs 00k, - On hand Citizens Bank $7118.83
Deposilta N torRUcih: 420.42
@emmcilsit, Balance on hand SEE9 25
Sepiato0ch, 0n hand Tak.Blk.Bank $12654.78
Deposits i Eor Oet. 1SN0 BIe)
14645.77
Withdrawn in Qct. 4911.74
Balance on hand 0734,03
Qe S Blist, Total balance on hand o Al 2
Qe Sl s, Saving account balance 434,08

Vollcoma Parlk Banlk

FINANCE COMMITTEE

H. HE. Rogers

John R. Adams

CONMMUNICATTONS ¢ -

N i TerS firom e o SONERa Ser S ins re sardiosreduetlon sing
his assesment was referred To Finance Committee.

A letter from Me. Frank L. Chaney and Edw. As Cole in re-
gard toread justment of assessment on their loks in Bloek 49,
Ghancy: Terrace wer read amd Gthe Clerlk instructed ol advise these
‘partiesythat the matter would be looked into 2t Ghe next assess-
ing period.

hetizer firom Ml VI SuCi Roob, County - Engineer i inupegand =60
budldingspermi bt of lMres. Anna M. Shadle for the ereeticn of
sbtores ont Carroll Avenue: was referred to Judiciary Committee.

Communicabion from Meo E. S. Papot and NMes. Jd. G.. Busby
intregard to furnishing light on pole 79465 on Cedar Avenue
between Philadelphia and Dogwood Avenues was referred to fthe
Light Committee.

nd G. A. Anderson regue *ind

Letter of \J. €. Thompson &
the repairing of sidewalks in front of 215-21%7 P¢r£ Avenue
was referred to Street Committee.

Tietter of Dr. E. m. Finch, 8 Boy d Avenue urging that the
Ordingnee in regard to the playing of Football in the streets

be i enforeced wags referred to Polic, Hire and Light Committee.
Mr. R. E. Pogue call ention of the Mayor and Councll
to a complaint which he had made at the lMarch meeting in re-
gard to overpayment of Special Assessment. At the request of

._J
- ('\
e
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Mayor Lewton, Mr. Pogue stated that he would put his complaint
in writing. :

Mr. Mellen asked that some action be taken immediately
in regard to sidewalk on Carroll Avenue which had been pend-
ing for some TGime.

layor: Lewfion stated that Dr. Llewellyn Jordan not being
present his,talk on Taxabion would have to be postponed untii
a future meeting. ‘

Mayor: Lewton allse stabted Ghat Mr. Rufus M. Shenlk ‘called
him in regard to damage being done to his property on'acecount
of a Taulty ecatch-basin, and he advised Mr. Shenk he would ’

-

bringSi el e atbivenlont ol Sthebiree TN Commat e el

lMr. Regers, Chairmantolfsthe Hinanece Committes adwised

hat his committeshad nothing to rEpoOrt.

Mayor: Bewton stabed that the evening had been  deb asilde
for a hearing of the property owners on Chaney Drive 1mn re-
gard teo laying.sidewalle. There were no objections 6o this
PECHIEEs brought bl the atention Sol e G eonne i

REPORT OF THE STREET COMMNITTEE:--

Trash, ashes and leaves ‘have been collccted at the
stated intervals. !

thepontlrentoi StheMculivertNcors sinasunscrsshciiiieilioichy
property damaged by the storm oeon the night of Ghie dass
Coumnecil 'meeting has been EialmaEE by el el RETEIISEGL,
it wash deemedNadvitsabilie Mo inecreaseNil s Ncapae by st Nshias
me N FosakeNcarcNo i any Tt surel inerca sieNinE nian =@t T

A conference with Mr. Harry Shaw was held at the County
Highway Engineers Offsices  Lhe matter of storm.water

age was diseussede s Bhiisimarlher ihas heen e forreds by nric vl owus

e lonte i Nfounec il NtoNhemConn Gy Englneer. Nr. Shaw stated

sl theiliese fiitlceRwastiwerleinaion i aivenss ¥andirshis ot 'storm
water sewers as a comprehensive soh@me, with particular emphasis
at Ghils Gimeron thoselgpecifichiseectslons menyioned im letter from
e Towns, When this plan has been worked up and examined Dby
various County organizations it will be discussed with ‘the

Town Council to determimne the proper proceedure for pubtting it
iLilivle) R .

Praingges Bines SHIllEtolbe  Consbrueted,.

Ls AGC Tulip gnd Maple Avenues on the N H. ‘corder at

L)
“H. This was discussed and authorized. Approximate
,N.(O

overfilows the in-
roperty--under ceonsiders-
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3. Ab Albany and Buffalo Avenue where menhole is in-
adeguate and overflows onto the Lake and Freund property.

Approximate cost about $1,000,00 with heavy cuts. Committe
shalilirerains - thls cornespondence for further |study:

o Melllon willbe held until Ghe new
D e aliong €GarrollirAvenne a2sefar asc!
JaclksonWhivenue s devermined. [t appears thab a strips60
degreels wide has now been so0ld by Me. lMellon and Gommits

ee
Wenndiildkel o further consider this phasge of the' situation.

Ao i iethers of Mre
statug of the propert

s

IheNSsreect Gommittee wilishes to recommend o Councdil;
gt thelarade sheet "as prepared by the Counbty Eaginesr!s
Office for Boston Avenue, From Philadeliphia to) Bakoms Avenue
bel epproyed, properly stamped, signed, and Forwarded to Gthe
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, and the National
Caplbals Parlk and Planning Commission for theilr approval.

That atberithese have been properily stamped Gthab the
pilideprintissbet tilied in tihe Toyn O fice and a record made of
SaME »

Wovewner 91 5, LSS STREET COMMITTERS: -

On motion the report of the Street Committee was approved.

Me. Remsen returned to the files letters from Senator
Tydings, and Mr. Lacy Shaw in regard to the storm water drain-
age e biflern Street under- passs

latter of erecting a sidewallk across the bridge atr Bliss
Sechool ‘was disecussed, and lr., Remsen stated that the County
and B. &0 Railreoad Company built the bridge, but would assume
no. responsiblility for traffic over same and that the Town had
no funds availesble for such an undertaking.

=
5]
(0

Mz's Remsen, Chalrman of the Street Commitbee, submitted Gl
following proposed Ordinance: ’

2 ORIED TA"J;. 2@*"‘53/'4

COUNGIL OF THE TOWN
AND for /( 16

SECTION L=~ 'Thﬁt in aeccordance with the provisions
i

BE IT ORDATINED BY THE MAYOR AND
TAKOMA PARK, MARYT.

of® Section 12 of the Town Charter, the Mayor and Council
after due and legal notice and public hearing, are of the
opinion t.at the public health, comfort and ewonvenience
require the construction of cement sidewalks on Chaney
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Dritverabubbing 1o 's LIS 2 S N 24 e n ol 2829l amd
BeESNB05n Sl ss e fqpr1< @iy E2ien el siinSBilie ek s LSBTy
Gilbert Sub—Divis¢on. ’

SECTION 23 Tha G
the laying of thL sidewalk.

SECTION 3:-= That the Street Commithee be authorized

to proceed with this work upon recelpt of an acceptable

bid.

lir., Remsen moved that the Ordinance be adopted and
same was adopted on an qu and Nay vote; Mayor Lewton, Counecil-~
men Adams, Iverson, Rogers, Remsen, Sheburne and Ware vot abiialfsy
Aye; Voting Nay, none.

referenece Lo requesic of e Pitehard for pavi
Buffalo and Albany Avenues, Mr. Remsen stated that co
i 1

NS
pilon of Ghis matter would have te be left unGilil next Sbr
as no paving was contemplated this Ealll j

RERORT O (POLTON, FIRE

It is recommeneéd that a street ligcht be installed on
center or second pole situated on Central Avenue between
5D

ﬁfrolW and Davis Avenuesg. (Mrs. McDermott.)

It is alseo recommended that a street light be installed
on Potomac Hlectric Power Company pole No. 7602 s*tuated on
Jefferson Avenue between Carroll and Freemont Avenues. (Mre .
Nelson) .

In view of the Ffact that the State Highway Commission
now tfurnishes lighting serviece for the new Carroell Avenue
bridge crossing Sligo Creek, Committee recommends that the
IEigh b siibuatedt onipoillce BNei, /056 be disconnected and eleminated
from the service. This will result in an annual saving of
$30.85 rental.

It is further recommended that the 250 C.P. light now
located on pole No. 7061 be moved to pole No. 7062. This re-
ad justment will cost approximately $2.50 and remove an obvious

darlcispot in Garrell Avenue between The bridge and Flower Avenue.

On motion the report of the Committee was approwved.

lr. Ware stabted that the complaint of vr. Daviisiee @il
ckerille Avemue in regard to niusance created by dogs had
en attended to.

e recomuendsetion of lMr. Ware the matter of parkin
regulations on Cedar Avenue were not changed.

llotion made and seconded That:
1.

Step signs be placed on Tulip Avenua at the inbter-—
ion of Maple Avenues
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ORDINANCE & JUDICIARY:--

el Sherburne, Chairman of the Ordinance & Judiclarsy
Committee reported as follows: -

The Ordinance Committee has received the opinion of
Corporation Council relative to the Towns obligation and
responsibility in disposing of surface drainage over private
property.t This report has been turned over to the.Chairman
of the Street Committee for his infermation.

In answering communication of Mr. J. B. Stanley relative
Lo a disputie over property lines, the Committee recommends
that a survey be made by the party or parties involved so as
to definately establish the line. Any further steps which
might have to be taken would be legal.

nSsnigwers tolta lletiter adregsed o ‘the Mayor and Colncil
Takoma Park, ld., by Me. A, L. Wilson, former Judge of Takomsa
Park Police Court, the Committee recommends the following:--

We Ffind that Me. A. L. Wilson was paid his salary by the
Townrofivllakoma Park, Nd., through March 3lst, 1932, It appears
that soen after Judge Wilson was declared to have been 1llegally

153}
appointed by the Circult Court of Montgomery County, Md., the
Town! began rendering him bills for the phone and the fac t that
he began and contlnued to pay these bills admits of the Ffact

&

i
that there was an agreement bo that effect at that Gtin

We are of the oplnion that the Town should have dis-
continued his salary upon being notified that the Judge was
illegally appointed, that 1f the Court of Appeals should have
reversed the decision of the lower Court then the Town should
have reimbursed the Judge for the intervening time.

In view of Tthese Tacts the Covmdttee recommends that
Ghe vamount of the bills submitted by Mr. A. L. Wilson be
disallowed.,

On Nowvember twelfth I addressed a letter to the Surgeon
General U. S. Army inclesing a copy e Naletter lisent ol thie
Commanding Officer Walter Reid General Hospital relative to
the pooriservice rendered in the case of Mr. G. W. Elington.
As yet mno reply has been received from the hospital.

Two ‘bids have been submitted for printing of the
ordinances of Gthe Town.

Mr. Frank Skinner and Mr. John Coffman, both local

The petition asking “or Dedicst’on of Boyd Avenue is

8t1ll in the hands of the Ordinance Committee and we had
hoped to submit a report tonight but are unable to on atcount
of not havéng dediecation of land in front of ten lots.
Respectfully submitted,
R. G. Sherburne
Peter Remsen
He H. Romers




60

On motion made and seconded the report of the Ordinance
and Judieciary Committee was approved.

H

n ‘conneection wibth the matter \of Gelephone OF i Mre RATEls
Wilson, Mayor Lewton .advised that he had taken this matter

up with the Telephone Company and they advised him that the ’

telephone was contracted for by lMr. Wilson personally and ‘

was not in the name of the Town.

Ge RS iren  Nown Couns el Slieee

A5
€T
| to storm water drainage, which

Gl retbvman in regard
Town Records. Letter followss—-

Mr. Sherburne read = 1
rre =)
tter was filed in the 1
s BA G Shierburne
Chairman of Ordinance & Judiciary Committee
216 Albany Avenue

Talkoma Par“; e ti@.

Dear Mr. Sherburne

We have your inguiry of Ocbtober 1Yth, e have been

oul o dnspeet the property concerned in your questIilon,

It .appears that there is a natural stream which runs
along low ground parallel To Philadelphia Avenue, jJust in
the rear of the heuses on that street. ILts leowest point
is just abeub in the rear of Mre. Dodgel's property. [There
the stream turns and empties 1nte Sligo Creek through a
pipe installed by the Town. @ The properties which abut this
stream are in a natural basin and in eordinary course sunface
water "or surroundingiterritory for surreounding berriiory e
some dilstance drsins inbe dt. i 2dppecars Ghat the construeeon
of streets has inereased the amount of surface water which
reaches the stream and also has increased the rapidity with
which the water moves. In heavy rainstorms the tendeney is
for Ghe stream to overflow.

-

)

The question which you present for opinion divides Vit
into two parts; (1) whether the Town has power and authorit:
tO'pﬁoe this stream througheut 1ts length of some guarter of a
mile through this low section of land, and (2) whether there is
antiobligaticn uponittlne  TownitoNs ol piipeSEheMsine am i1 ey eciEhern
There s any il aba lhiGvlanit heN Rown s oriiiil s i el e Stp s ieic e
present time Te so pipe this watbter. Our answer to the £irs t
question is "Yes" and our answer to the second guestion is "No."

= .,Q

The Town has ample power bo construct suitable 'sewers, draing,
gbic.) flor thelproper care offsyriaccawate=iinelheNilown Sl
power would undoubtedly extend to the construction of a pipe
to ‘convey bhe surface waters safclyand convenientlytinteon Sliiae

Precki, n Borceeding Go sieh constructnon the Town would hawvie
to proceed in the Same manner as 1t would in the construction ‘

ofialsineet fortother pubisictsimpreovemen s, iidc SWa EEwetilidSha Ve

to acquire the right-of-way by agreement with Gthe property
owners or by condemnation proceedings, Morecover, upon such
construction the liabilities therefor upon the Town would be the
same as those which arise FProm Ghe construction of a atreet or

other public lmprovement, d.e., for any Ffailure in proper con-
struction the Town would be liable for damages.

1



e Nlewn N helever ntour loplnions vl sStnet il dablies for
overflow of a natural watercourse under occabional extra-
ordinaryerains, where thel overflow is caused merely by
the inereased flow of surface waters due te the construction
of skreetstwtthinithe 'properiauthority of the Town. This is
g general rule and it has been specifiically so held in
Tand im the case of Cumberland ve. Willison, 50 HNd. 158.
means that there is no compelling obligation upon the Town
e tbhereotpipethe stream or otherwise o confine: Ghe wal
flowing in tihe natural bed of the stream.,

Our’ conclusion, btherefore, is that the question as to
whether the Town should or should not coenstruet this pipe
inevailleone tlie bed ©f the now-existing natural wabercourse,
flor the better disposition of the water, 1s an administrative
matter, Lo be determined solely as a duestion of public poliey
within the seound disecretlon and judgment of the Mayor and Town
Couneils

Viery btruly yours,

2

B. Barrett Prettyman

by Mr. Sherburne as follows:--
Takoma Journal - 500 copies of 150 pages each for loose

leaf binder-—-—--—-—-- $207 « 00

The Pioneer Press-— ZALT 10

Mr. Sherburne made a motion that the low bildder for the
printing of the Town Ordinances be awarded the contract, and
that the Ordinance Committee be authoriged to have the pring-
ing dome a8 soon as possible.

Motion =secconded and carried.

After some discussion as to placing a barricade at Chestnuv
Avenue and Hodges Lane, Mr. Sherburne made a motion - That a
barricade be placed in Chestnut Avenue, just beyond lr. Judd's
garage, and that a sign "NO THOROUGHFARE" be placed at Hodges
Lane and Chestnut Avenue. llotion Seconded and carried.

HEALTH COMNITTEE: --

Mr. Iverson, Chairman of the Health Committee, stated that
the cleaning up of the woods on Carroll Avenue &xtended was
progressing and would soon be completed.

In recard to the complaint of residents on Woodland and
Ethan Allen Avenues, as to the unsaniftary condition existing
on the premises at No. 1 Woodland Avenue, lMr. Iverson stated
that he would look into this matter and see that 1t was cor-
rected.

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE:--

Mr. Adams, Chairman, stated that the Ladieg Auxiliary

61
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ign Wars have presented a beautiful flag
; I iz ges Sechool. | Some years ago the Couneil
authorized two flag poles for the Takoma Silver Spring High
School, and the Prince GeorgesiSeHool ‘desires: a  simiilanSpoiicl
to be erected by the Superintendent of Publie Works. Cost
about $50.00.

Mir. Adams made a motieon - That bthe Town erect a Hilag
Po at the Publiec. Sechool in'Rrince Genrge Gounty, Takoma
Park. NMotcion was seconded and ecarriede.

A @ BRGNS s e SE onm csE s dRjotERSEe
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