Introduced by: Councilmember Seamens First Reading: July 23,2012
Second Reading: July 30, 2012
Effective Date: August 19, 2012

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND
ORDINANCE NO. 2012-37

AMENDING THE TAKOMA PARK CODE, CHAPTER 2.16, ARTICLE 7,
COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND CHAPTER 2.16, ARTICLE 1,
GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 2.16.010(C) TO REFLECT THE REVISED TERM
OF MEMBERSHIP FOR THE COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT

WHEREAS, the City Council has placed a strong emphasis on environmental sustainability;
and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to enhance the City’s and the community’s efforts in
establishing and making progress toward meeting its environmental goals; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to work in partnership with the community and City staff
to achieve sustainability and other environmental certifications that will help the
City to track and be recognized for its progress; and

WHEREAS, a redefined Committee on the Environment will serve as an important partner and
advisor in matters related to environmental sustainability, protection, and
restoration.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA
PARK THAT:

SECTION 1. Takoma Park Code, Chapter 2.16, Article 7, Committee on the Environment is
amended as follows:

Article 7. Committee on the Environment
2.16.180 Committee established.
There is established a Takoma Park Committee on the Environment which shall serve in an

official advisory/appreval and coordination role to the City Council on all matters related to
environmental sustainability, protection and restorationpreservation.

2.16.200 Statement of purpose.

The purposes of the Committee shall be as follows:
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A. To advise the City Council on all environmental issues, including but not limited to,
stormwater management, greenhouse gas reduction, air quality, tree protection, open space
conservation, biodiversity, watershed functioning and restoration, energy use, transportation, ané
energy conservation, and recycling;

B. To serve in partnership with the City Council and Takoma Park City staff to work together
to achieve sustainability and other environmental certifications that may help the City meet and

be recogmzed for its env1r0nmental goals Iﬁ%ew—aﬁépfewd%a%e%eﬂ—%&e&eﬂs—tha{

d Y5 v,

2.16.210 Committee and-Couneil-coellaboratieon;membership, terms of office, structure and
staffing.

AB. Membership. The Committee shall consist of between-117 toand 15+ persons to be
appomted by the Council. Efforts shall be made to have representatlon of the followmg froma

1. No less than five interested residents, including residents with expertise in a

variety of scientific, technical, and environmental policy disciplines, outreach skills related to
environmental science.

2. No less than four representatives from community organizations including local
environmental and cultural groups, public health and civic organizations, faith-based groups, and
parent-teacher organizations.
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3. No less than two representatives from local businesses or business groups.

C. Terms of Office. Committee members shall serve staggered two-yearrenewable 3-year
terms, with initial appointments of one and two;2-and-3 years. AHtTerms shall begin on July 1st
and end on June 30th. Members may serve for no more than three continuous terms. Midterm

D. Structure.

1. The Committee shall organize to accomplish its purposes, and elect from its
members two co-chairsa-Chair and other officers as it shall deem necessary.

2. The Committee shall meet at least quarterly-er-as-oftenasrequired-to-fulflits
bilities,

3. All meetings shall be open to the public and are subject to the Maryland Open
Meetings Actlbaw. Meeting notices and agendas shall be prepared and submitted to the City
Clerk and posted in advance of any Committee meeting in accordance with State law. Written
records of Committee proceedings shall be maintained. An oral or written report on the activities
of the Committee shall be submitted to the Council at least once a year.

4. A ma1or1tv of members shall constitute a quorum to conduct busrnessA—Gemmr—ttee

E. Stafﬁng—aﬂd—Reseurees The C1ty Manager or hlS or her de51gnee shall prov1de approprlate
staff support an :

eabl%televraen—pfegraﬁm-g—as—needed to the Commlttee on an as needed basrs when requested

but staff shall not be permanently assigned to the Committee.

F. The Committee shall conform to other provisions of Article 1 of this Chapter, as may be
amended from time to time.

G. Commiittee, City and Council Collaboration. To achieve Sustainable Maryland Certified
Municipal Certification or other such certifications that may arise in the future, no less than twice
per year the Co-chairs of the Committee on the Environment and the Mayor will convene and co-
chair joint meetings which shall be called ‘Committee/Council Sustainability Certification
Meetings.” All members of the Committee on the Environment, the City Council and City
Manager, or a designee of the City Manager, are voting members during Committee/Council
Sustainability Certification Meetings.
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2.16.220 Duties and responsibilities of the Committee.

The Committee shall review and provide advice on City and community actions that affect
environmental quality. The Committee may review resolutions, legislation, regulations, and
published policies, guldance admlmstratlve act10ns plans and program activities that may affect
environmental quality. 4

preteet—a&d—presew&ﬂa%emarerme&t—m@ﬂeema—?afk— In furtherance of these duties, the

Committee shall attempt to accomplish the following:

A. Assist the Council in the development and improvement of policies and programming that
could help the City achieve its sustainability and environmental goalsaddress-the-environmental

concerns-of the-community;

B. Help inspire and lead community efforts and involvement in environmental sustainability

and environmental protectlon and restoratlonPreaemlely—pfemeteemaremﬂental—rswes—aﬁd

C. Assist the Council in technical and policy direction and in setting priorities for
environmental projects;

D. Help Takoma Park secure and maintain recogmtlon as a leader in sustalnablhtv n
Maryland ey

E. Work with City staff and serve as a basis of community partnership to advance on
environmental programs and projectsEducate Takoma Park residents-on-environmentalissues

and actions to promote environmental quality: and

G—Prepare an annual report to the Council on the activities of the Committee and provide
additional briefings as needed.
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SECTION 2. Article 1, Section 2.16.010 Membership of Statutory Council-Appointed
Committees, is amended as follows:

Article 1. General Provisions

2.16.010 Membership of Statutory Council-Appointed Committees.
% sk o3k

Committee Term Length (Years) Expiration

Committee on
the Environment 32 June 30

ADOPTED THIS 30TH DAY OF JULY, 2012 BY ROLL-CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
AYE: Williams, Daniels-Cohen, Grimes, Male, Schultz, Seamens, Smith
NAY: None

ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

* % * Denotes text in the City Code that remains unchanged but is not repeated in the ordinance.

Additions to the language of the City Code are shown by underlining. Deletions are indicated by
strike-throtgh.
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