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Introduced by: Councilmember Daniels-Cohen 
 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 
 

RESOLUTION 2013-11 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH THE MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
REGARDING MD ROUTE 410 AND MD ROUTE 195  

IN THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK 
 
 WHEREAS, signage on Carroll Avenue between Garland Avenue and Flower Avenue 
indicates that it is subject to City maintenance; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Carroll Avenue is identified as Maryland Route 195 (“MD 195”), is part of 
the State Highway System and should be maintained by the State Highway Administration 
(“SHA”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires and SHA intends to maintain Carroll Avenue between 
Garland Avenue and Flower Avenue as part of the State Highway System; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Maryland Route 410 (“MD 410") through the City of Takoma Park 
traverses a densely populated residential area of the City; and  
 
 WHEREAS, MD 410 traverses the Takoma Park Historic District and historic residential 
and commercial properties front on MD 410; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the addition of another lane for motor vehicle traffic to MD 410 in the City 
would have an adverse effect on safety and well-being of the residents and visitors to Takoma 
Park and would harm the character of the neighborhoods and commercial district abutting the 
roadway and the historic properties and district along the roadway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is opposed to the addition of another lane for motor vehicle traffic 
to MD 410 in the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, MD 410 has been identified as a State Highway since the 1930s; and  
 
 WHEREAS, because SHA discovered that land records reveal that portions of the MD 
410 right-of-way in the City are dedicated to the City, SHA ceased maintaining those portions of 
MD 410; and 
 
 WHEREAS, MD 410 through the City carries significant through traffic that originates 
and terminates outside of the City, the costs of maintenance of the roadway would be 
burdensome for the City; and 
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 WHEREAS, SHA previously has refused to assume maintenance responsibilities for the 
City-owned portions of MD 410 unless the City has agreed to transfer its interest in the right-of-
right-of-way to SHA; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is unwilling to transfer its interest in the MD 410 right-of-way to 
SHA without a binding commitment from SHA that it will not widen MD 410 in the City to 
accommodate additional lanes for motor vehicle traffic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, SHA is unable to make such a commitment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, SHA and the City have conducted lengthy negotiations and have agreed to 
terms that will enable SHA to accept maintenance responsibility for MD 410 through the City 
while protecting the City’s interests relating to the roadway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, SHA has agreed to maintain the City-owned portions of MD 410 without a 
transfer of the City’s interest in the City-owned portions of MD 410; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement recognizes that the City is not forfeiting its standing to 
oppose any future attempt by SHA to condemn the City-owned portions of the MD 410 right-of-
way; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement establishes a line of communication between SHA and the 
City to facilitate routine maintenance, address emergencies, and monitor utility work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement requires SHA to consult and coordinate with the City, and 
specifically where the City is entitled to notice, SHA must respond to the City’s concerns prior 
to commencing any action unless there is a safety emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement requires SHA to promptly conduct an analysis of traffic 
signal operations along MD 410 to explore the feasibility of transferring control of MD 410 
traffic signals to Montgomery County and the agreement also establishes steps for cooperation 
on implementing this objective; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement requires SHA to provide the City with notice and an 
opportunity to comment on proposed traffic signalization changes, sign changes, and crosswalk 
changes before they are implemented; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement requires SHA to provide the City with utility work permit 
applications, allow the City to comment on the applications, and respond to the City’s comments 
before SHA may issue a permit; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park has determined that it is in the best interests of its 
residents that it enter into the negotiated agreement with SHA. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND, THAT 
 
SECTION 1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the Memorandum of Understanding 

with the Maryland State Highway Administration Regarding Maryland Route 410 
and Maryland Route 195 in the City of Takoma Park. 

 
SECTION 2. The Memorandum of Understanding shall be appended to the City of Takoma 

Park Municipal Code. 
 
SECTION 3. This Resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
THIS RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED THIS 19TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2013 by roll call 
vote as follows: 
 
AYE:  Williams, Daniels-Cohen, Grimes, Male, Schultz, Smith 
NAY:  Seamens 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jessie Carpenter, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 




















