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Overview 
The City of Takoma Park Data Explorer is a tool allowing City residents and staff to 
learn more about their city using data. The explorer is organized into an overall tab, a 
methodology tab, and subject-based tabs with data on each subject: Demographics; 
Race and Ethnicity; Housing; Poverty, employment and income; Education, health 
insurance, and computer-access.  

The “Overall Tab” has summary information from all of the subject-based tabs. 
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And the “Methodology Tab” has information on data-sources, definitions, and updates. 

 

Subject-based tabs open to a summary sub-tab, and have additional sub-tabs with 
detailed information and visualizations of specific subjects.  
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For instance, to find out about the age of Takoma Park residents, you can click on the 
“Age, sex, and families” sub-tab in the Demographics tab: 

 
And then click on the “Age” link in the Table of Contents to jump to an age visualization: 
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Interactive graphics  

Visualizations in the data explorer are interactive, which means you can manipulate 
them to find out more. For instance, when you hover your mouse over “Takoma 
Park/renter-occupied” bar, as well as showing the percent of households that are renter-
occupied, you can see the total renter-occupied households, whether there are 
significant differences between Takoma Park’s share of renter-occupied households 
and Montgomery County/Maryland, and the margin of error of the result. 
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You can click on items in the legend to show or hide them. Double-clicking on a legend 
item hides all other legend items (or restores them if you’ve hid them). Clicking on one 
legend item hides it (or shows it if you’ve already hidden them). 

  
These features can be useful for comparing subgroups, especially in complicated 
visualizations. In the graphic above, hiding legend items other than “Graduate degree” 
and “Bachelor’s degree” makes it easy to compare college and above attainment 
between Takoma Park and Montgomery County. 

In the top right of each graph, you can see additional options for interacting with 
visualizations: 
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The “Compare data on hover option” makes it possible to easily compare values 
between groups. For instance, below text on renters pops up for Takoma Park, 
Maryland, and Montgomery County. 

 
“Toggle spike lines” makes it easier to see where on the Y-axis values appear. This can 
be especially useful for cumulative graphics. For instance, the chart below lets you see 
that there are around 500 renter-households in Takoma Park spending more than 40% 
of their income on housing. 
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The box and lasso select features make it possible to highlight certain values and de-
highlight others, and the zoom features let you zoom in. For instance, if you wanted to 
focus on homeowners making between $20,000 and $49,999 dollars, you could use the 
box select tool to select those values. 

 
And then zoom-in on them to get a closer look. 
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To return to the normal view, you can hit the “Reset axes” button or double-click. 

If you want to save a graph, you can hit the “Download plot as a png” button. This 
creates a png image of the graph on your computer. 

 
Note that changes you’ve made to the graph are saved in the png. In the image above, 
the options for “Graduate Degree” and “Bachelor’s Degree” are selected, making it 
easier to compare Takoma Park to Maryland and Montgomery County by educational 
attainment. Saving as a png can be especially useful for saving graphs you’ve 
customized without needing to recreate it. 
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