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As they said on Cheers: “Making your way in the world 

today takes everything you’ve got. Taking a break from 

all your worries sure would help a lot.”

This photo? Total mood!

I was officially 

granted permission 

to "steal" this 

amazing photo from 

a conference for 

future use—and it’s 

absolutely perfect! 



COFFEE WITH A COP

Coffee with a Cop is a community-oriented event 

designed to foster better relationships between 
police officers and the communities they serve. 
The concept is simple: officers and community 
members come together in a relaxed, informal 
setting—usually at a local coffee shop or public 
space—to chat, ask questions, and share 
concerns.
The event has no set agenda or speeches, 
allowing for open, one-on-one interactions where 
people can discuss issues or simply get to know 
the officers serving their area. It helps build trust 
and understanding between law enforcement and 
the community by breaking down barriers and 

humanizing both sides.
It's often promoted as a way to make officers more 
approachable and to encourage transparent 
communication about safety, policing, and 
neighborhood issues. Many departments across 
the United States and beyond regularly host these 
events as part of their community engagement 

strategies.

Cielo Rojo Restaurant



COLLECTION OF EMERGENCY CARE 

PACKAGES FOR VICTIMS/FAMILIES OF 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Many thanks to our community & City staff 

who donated supplies for the Montgomery 

County Family Justice Center Foundation for 

victims/families of domestic violence during 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month in 

October This event was successful due to 

your generosity!  



PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK

Takoma Park Police collected 353 lbs. of 

unused & expired medications during the 

Nationwide Prescription Drug Take Back 

Day, as well as throughout six months at our 

permanent collection box site!



ANNUAL 

TOY DRIVE 

FOR 

CHILDREN 

IN NEED

Because of community and city 

donations, countless children in our 

community experienced the joy and 

magic of the season, receiving gifts 

that brought smiles, laughter, and 

cherished memories.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Our officers had the honor of 

celebrating our community 

resident Ms. Scales’ 100th 

birthday! Here’s to a century of 

smiles, stories, and cherished 

moments! Happy Birthday, Ms. 

Scales! 



BLOOD DONOR DRIVE

The blood drive went very well! We 
started with 32 registered donors (out of 

33 spots) and saw a steady stream of 
walk-ins throughout the day, collecting 

34 units of blood (possibly 35). About half 
were returning donors, and we 

welcomed many new faces. We also 
handed out t-shirts and lots of socks!



SCHOOL SAFETY

We wanted to emphasize protecting your child's 

personal information as being crucial. Avoid 

sharing their names, schools, or milestones on 

social media or with yard signs—it can put their 

safety at risk by providing potential predators or 

scammers with details they could misuse.



PUBLIC SAFETY DAY

Public Safety Appreciation

Day unites law enforcement 

and Fire Rescue Services for 

a day of celebration with 

their amazing communities. 



GAME NIGHT 

WITH SANTA
Kids and adults alike brought the holiday 

cheer—and some serious game face! Huge 

thanks to Chuck E. Cheese for this amazing 
partnership!



NATIONAL 

NIGHT OUT



TRAINING

Officer Haines, mental health counselor 

Jill Larson, and Capt. Evans are all 

smiles at the International Crisis 

Intervention Team Training! Their 

dedication to learning and 

collaboration is a big step towards 

better mental health support in our 

community. 

Ms. Plevy, Police Public 

Information Manager,  

attending the National 

Information Officers 

Association Annual Training.



POLAR BEAR PLUNGE

This event raises money 

to support the athletes 

of Special Olympics 

Maryland, helping 

provide sports training 

and competition 

opportunities for 

individuals with 

intellectual disabilities.

Team 

Handcuffs 

& Halligans



SCHOOL 

BACKPACK DRIVE

This was the largest amount 

of supplies and backpacks 

we have ever received! The 

incredible generosity of our 

community and staff made 

a world of difference for the 

children as they headed 

back to school.



HONOR 

GUARD

We were proud to have our Honor Guard representing 

our department at the Sons of Italy 36th National 

Education and Leadership Awards Gala! 



FIRST DAY 

BACK TO 

SCHOOL

Endless

Possibilities



INVITATION 

TO BASEBALL 

GAME WITH 

THE TAKOMA 

PARK 

VOLUNTEER 

FIRE  

DEPARTMENT

Takoma Park 

Police Honor 

Guard 

Presented 

Colors



Big shout out to Sgt. 

Pedersen and Pvt. 

Haines for spending St. 

Patrick’s Day at the 

Takoma Park St. 

Baldrick’s 2024 

Fundraiser – Shave the 

Day!  Their dedication to 

rocking the bald and 

raising awareness to 

conquer childhood 

cancer is truly inspiring.



The Church of Christ (Iglesia ni Cristo) celebrated their 110th 

anniversary with us! They also turned it into Police Appreciation 

Day, visiting police departments around the DMV to share 

gratitude and care packages. We were thrilled to receive a 

basket of goodies from them. Thank you!



SUCCESSFUL WINTER COAT DRIVE

Giving warmth to 

those in need!



Our officers joined in the fun at MCPD’s event at Long Branch 

Rec Center!  They had great fun spending time with the 

incredible kids, cheering them on, and lending a hand as 

soccer referees!  Great, unforgettable memories!



Our officers had a 

cracking good time 

at the egg hunt! It was 

egg-cellent to see the 

community come 

together for some 

springtime fun.



Sgt. Elfadl had the honor of 

assisting Maryland Special 

Olympics at the Fall Sports 

Festival at Mount St. Mary's 

University. He escorted 

athletes competing in the 

World Games and 

presented medals to nearly 

100 athletes! Over 400 

athletes from across the 

state competed.



Captain Holmes is at Reagan National 

Airport, assisting with survivor escorts as 

part of National Police Week 2024.



We have a dedicated liaison for 

the LGBTQ+ community to address 

any law-enforcement or community-

related concerns they may have. 

Along with our agency’s 

Victim/Witness Coordinator, our 

officer works with victims of reported 

hate crimes, offers assistance and 

resources as they navigate the 

criminal justice system. Strengthening 

the relationship between the police 

department and 

the LGBTQ+ community is an agency 

priority. Our officer cultivates 

inclusion, promotes equity, and fosters 

acceptance through outreach, 

educational programs, and 

participation in community events.

LGBTQ+ Community Liaison Officer



Officers 

enjoying game 

time with Let’s 

Play America!

Let's Play America is a nonprofit organization that promotes play as 

a way to foster community engagement, physical activity, and 

social interaction. The group organizes free or low-cost play events 

for people of all ages, aiming to create spaces where everyone can 

come together and enjoy activities in a fun, inclusive environment. 

Events often include games, sports, and creative activities that 

encourage participants to connect, laugh, and stay active.



The young actors of Lumina Studio Theatre stole the show 

at the 2024 Street Festival! Big thanks to Cpl. Addison, Pfc. 

Ayala, and Sgt. Atakilt (L-R) for taking time to pose with 

them. Great community vibes all around! 



Making Tracks 

Summer Youth 

Camp Fun!



Officer Sims giving out 

free Slurpee coupons 

during our summer 

operation chill 

partnership with 7-
Eleven!



TILE MATE GIVEAWAY 

EVENT

We distributed approximately 134 Tile Mate devices 

to local residents to help them locate their vehicles 

in the unfortunate event of theft. This initiative is part 

of our ongoing effort to enhance community safety 

and security.



The Takoma Park Police Department is thrilled to announce that 

Officer Mark Elfadl participated in the 2024 Tour de Force 9/11 

Memorial Bike Ride, an incredible accomplishment that raised an 

impressive total of $528,137. This money benefitted the families of law 

enforcement officers who were killed in the line of duty.



National 

Police 

Women’s 

Day

Thank you to all of the women who have served and 

currently serve the City of Takoma Park.



The City of Takoma Park collaborated with its first mental 
health counselor, appointed for a two-year pilot program 

aimed at delivering comprehensive mental health services 
to residents. She joined Takoma Park from the Montgomery 

County Crisis Center, where she excelled in providing 
mental health mobile outreach, petition evaluations, on-

scene support, Domestic Violence lethality screenings and 
referrals, grief support, and training.

Our counselor also serves as a Crisis Intervention Team 
instructor specializing in thought disorders, offering in-

service training and consultation to enhance the 
community’s response to mental health crises.

Before transitioning to social work, our liaison spent 17 years 
as a Police Officer. During her tenure, she worked in the 

human and sex trafficking units, engaged in negotiations, 
served as an investigation’s liaison, and acted as a Field 

Training Officer. This diverse background in both law 
enforcement and mental health equips her with a unique 

skill set to effectively support the residents of Takoma Park. 
This pilot program is a collaboration between the City of 

Takoma Park and the Montgomery County Department of 
Health and Human Services, funded by the American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). It aims to implement and evaluate 
a counselor-only response system for mental health calls, 
moving away from traditional police-only or police and 

counselor models. An additional mental health counselor is 
expected to join the program in the coming months.

Mental Health Counselor



Retirements:

Capt. Richard Cipperly

Crossing Guards Liz James &Harriett Saxton

Emergency Manager Ron Hardy



Officer Adopts Found Kitten



In 

Memoriam



Rest Easy 

Good Boy



Tweet Treats!









Stay tuned—we’ve got even more heart-

warming, community-driven stories and 

tips/advice coming your way! From acts of 

kindness to moments that bring us all 

together, you won’t want to miss the joy 

and inspiration we have in store. Let’s keep 

celebrating the amazing people and 

events that make our communities shine! 


