May is Bike Month

Bike to School Day
www.walkbiketoschool.org
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plete stop at every stop sign and red

Signal all turns and lane changes 100 feet in ad-
vance. When turning right, safely enter the bike lane
before completing the turn.

See the signs — bike lanes, signs and pavement mark-
ings indicate cyclists are nearby.

Be patient — pass bicyclists only if it is safe to do so
and with at least 3 feet of clearance.

Bike to Work Day
www.biketoworkmetrodc.org

crosswalks.

Free annual event held on a Friday in mid-May
draws nearly 20,000 regional participants.

bike to work day@

There are three

bike repair stations
throughout the City

of Takoma Park. The
stations offer basic tools
for bike maintenance
and a bike pump.
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Be courteous — yield to pedestrians and bicyclists at

Use Appropriate Hand Signals
Tell motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians
what you intend to do. Be predictable.

Always Wear a Helmet

Helmets dramatically reduce the risk
of head injury in a bicycle accident.
Montgomery County law dictates
that all riders under 18 years of age
must wear a helmet.

Follow All Traffic Laws

Like motorists, bicyclists are required
to obey all regulatory signs and traffic
signals.

Share the Road

Lanes marked with a bicycle symbol
and/or“Share the Road” signs are

to be shared by both motorists and
bicyclists.

Be Alert, Scan the Road

Always know your surroundings and
check over your shoulder before
initiating maneuvers. Watch for
storm drains, wet pavement, loose
gravel, and other potential obstacles.

Never Ride Against Traffic
Ride with traffic to avoid potential
crashes. (Unless bike facility is
contra-flow).

Ride in the Appropriate Position
and Land

Do not ride in a Right Turn-Only lane if
you are going straight. In narrow lanes
or slow traffic it may be safer to take the
whole lane.

Cyclists

Follow the rules of _the road
same rights and duties as ot
follow the same traffic laws.

Be predictable — ride in a st
and look back before turnin

Come to a complete stop at

light.

Use a bell and lights (both fi
your bike well-maintained.

Don’t ride with headphones

Be courteous — pedestrians
on trails and sidewalks.
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Be Careful at Intersections and
Driveways

Use caution since most collisions occur
at intersections. Watch for turning
vehicles and cars leaving driveways

Walk Your Bike at a Crosswalk
Remember: pedestrians present at a
crosswalk always have the right-of-
way when crossing a road.

See and Be Seen

Establish eye contact to ensure
motorists know you are there. Wear
bright or reflective clothing.

Options for Turning Left

1. - Make the left turn as a vehicle, or
2.- Cycle straight through to the far
right corner of the intersection and
cross as a pedestrian.

Don’t be a Distracted Bicylist
Do not use headphones or hand-held
devices while riding your bicycle.

Beware of Car Doors

They can open any time. When
possible ride at least 5 feet away
from parked vehicles, as well as buses
making scheduled stops.

Remain Visible

Use lights when riding in low visibility
conditions, including darkness. At
least one front white light and one
rear red flashing light. Wear bright
clothing and make sure your bike has
reflectors

Use the Bike Rack on Buses

The bike rack on the front of each bus
can store two bikes. Customers are
responsible for loading and un-
loading their bikes.

Capital BikeShare

Capital Bikeshare is a unique transportation system
designed to get you from point A to point B, similar to
a bus or a train.

Join Capital Bikeshare by choosing a membership, take
a bike from one of hundreds of stations, ride to your
destination and return your bike to any station. Repeat

as many times as you would like throughout your
membership period.

All trips under 30 minutes are free!

Capital Bikeshare provides members with shared
access to thousands of bikes and hundreds of stations
throughout the District, Arlington, Alexandria and
Montgomery County.

For station locations, visit
capitalbikeshare.com.

1-877-430-BIKE (2453) - CapitalBikeshare.com

Most Metro stations have bike racks and some
have lockers available for rent, so you can ride your
bicycle to a station, leave it there and take Metrorail
or Metrobus. Bike & Ride facilities at some Metro
stations provide inexpensive, yet secure bike parking
with card access. This is a great option for those that
live far from work.

Bicycles and folded bicycles are permitted on
Metrorail during all operational hours on any car of
any train, provided space is available. Metro reserves
the ability to restrict bicycles for special events such
as Fourth of July or Inauguration Day.

Metrobus and RideOn are equipped with a rack that
can hold two bikes, including children’s bikes. Riders
are responsible for loading, securing, and removing

your bike from the rack.

More information can be found at:
https://www.wmata.com/service/bikes/

Join at the Stations
Join Online

ride.

take.

join.

Captial BikeShare Stations in Takoma Park
1. Philadelphia and Maple Avenue

2. Maple and Richie Avenue

3. Carroll and Westmoreland Avenue

4. Carroll and Ethan Allen Avenue

5. Washington Adventist University (Flower
Avenue and Division Street)

6. Takoma Park Recreation Center

7. New Hampshire and Kirklynn Avenue
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Bicycle pavement markings reinforce the legitimacy
of bicycle traffic on the street. Motorists must share
the road with cyclists, and show them courtesy and
respect.

Ride the “Takoma Greenways,’
neighborhood routes that
connect regional trails with
local destinations on quiet
streets shared with traffic.
Cyclists should watch for
speed bumps and pedestrians
in the roadway.
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Shared lane markings or “sharrows” communicate
shared spaces for bike to all road users, and help
direct cyclists at traffic circles and key turns along

Indicates that bicycl
neighborhood bike routes. naicates hat bicycies may

be operating anywhere
within the traffic lane on a
Maryland State Highway,
such as New Hampshire
Avenue (MD650). Motorists
must share the road with
cyclists, and show them
courtesy and respect.

Some streets in Takoma Park have striped shoulders
marked for bikes. If space exists for a striped shoulder
or bike lane on only one side of the road, it is usually
placed in the climbing direction for slower moving
cyclists.

These small signs will help you
get to know the Metropolitan
Branch Trail, linking Silver
Spring with Union Station
through a combination of
signed on-street routes and
off-road trails. Learn about the
history and future of the trail:
www.metbranchtrail.com

Contra-flow Bike Lanes are bike lanes designed to
allow bicyclists to ride in the opposite direction of
motor vehicle traffic. This is demonstrated on Grant
Avenue in Takoma Park.

Bike Friendly Living

Takoma Park’s vibrant and unique commercial districts : ,
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Crossroads Development Authority
www.takomalangleycrossroads.com

Long Branch Business League
www.discoverlongbranch.com

Old Takoma Business Association
www.mainstreettakoma.org

Travel by bike to the Takoma Park Community Center
and Takoma Park Maryland Library to access a variety of
cultural, civic, and recreational activities!

Bike Shops in Takoma Park
Takoma Bicycle

7030 Carroll Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912
(301) 270-0202

www.takomabicycle.com
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