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Involvement
The Preliminary Plans for the Takoma Park Middle School addition project were developed based on the educational specifi cations 
prepared by Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS).  Through a series of public work sessions, several design alternatives were 
developed and evaluated. The proposed plans presented herein were the result of reviews and subsequent modifi cations in accordance 
with recommendations and suggestions received during these work sessions.

Participants in Facility Advisory Process

Mr. Brian Baker Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Mr. Aaron Barnett Assistant Principal Takoma Park Middle School
Mr. Dale Barnhard Neighbor Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Mary Beth Best Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Alicia Deeny Principal Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Rebecca Epling Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Debra Feldman Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Rosalind Grigsby Community Development Manager City of Takoma Park
Ms. Alicia Grimes Parent Takoma Park Middle School 
Ms. Diana Kohn Commission Member Historic Takoma, Inc.   
Ms. Kacy Kostiuk City Council Candidate City of Takoma Park
Mr. Tom Liddle Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Heather McDonald Carver Staff Takoma Park Middle School 
Mr. Daniel Morales Parent Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Rachel Palmaira Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Mr. Andrew Partan Parent Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Katya Partan Parent Takoma Park Middle School
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Participants in Facility Advisory Process (continued)

Ms. Holly Pasquale Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Jessica Pelan Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Laura Sabelnaus Staff Takoma Park Middle School  
Ms. Adrienne Tilton Staff Takoma Park Middle School 
Ms. Monique Tinnivlioglou Staff Takoma Park Middle School
Ms. Maude Winsor Staff Takoma Park Middle School
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Background / History
Location:     7611 Piney Branch Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Cluster:     Downcounty Consortium / Montgomery Blair

History and Square Footage
of Existing Building:

1939           Construction of School                                                 46,761 S.F.
1941           Addition                                                                          8,906 S.F.
1949           Addition                                                                        19,600 S.F.
1956           Addition                                                                        20,530 S.F.
1961           Addition                                                                          7,566 S.F.
1966           Addition                                                                          4,395 S.F.

                                                                        1999           Revitalized                                                                  137,348 S.F.

                                                                                           Total                                                                            137,348 S.F.

Site Size:     18.83 acres

Program Capacity                                         939

Number of Relocatable Classrooms:   4

Current Parking Spaces:   145

Takoma Park Middle school was revitalized/reopened in 1999.  Due to the increasing enrollment, an addition project with core 
improvements was approved with a completion date of August 2020.  Core space improvements include an expanded cafeteria and 
additional physical education spaces. 

Project Information  
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Project Information (continued)  

Educational Program Objectives
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Educational Program Objectives

The objective of this project is to construct an addition and renovate portions of Takoma Park Middle School to address the space and 
core defi ciencies and provide additional program and support spaces. The 16 stations will increase the capacity to 1,306 seats and is 
scheduled to be complete  August 2020. In anticipation of future growth, 6 classroom shell spaces are included in the design.

The following are key elements of the project design:

          • Construct an addition with the desired functional spatial relationships

          • Provide an addition that will allow easy supervision of students

          • Provide an addition that will compliment and improve the existing circulation

          • Provide a three-story addition with a compact footprint to limit impact to site play area

          • Expand cafeteria by removing stage

          • Place the addition on the site to minimize impact to school operations
          

3F
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Teaching Stations and Spaces Provided when Complete

New Construction
Classrooms
Standard Classroom 10
Standard Classroom (shell space) 6

Science
Science Laboratory 2
Preparation Room 2
                                                          
Special and Alternative Education
Resource Room 2
                                                                         
Multipurpose Laboratory
Multipurpose Technology Laboratory 1
Preparation Room                                                         1

Instructional Support Areas
Team Workroom 4
ESOL Team Room 1
Math Intervention Room 1
ESOL Storage 1
                                                                                   
Physical Education   
Fitness Weight Room 1
Auxiliary Gymnasium 1
Health Classroom 1
Common Planning Area 1
General Storage 1
ICB Storage 1

Building Service Facilities  
Plant Equipment Operator Offi ce 1
General Storage 1

Administration Suite
Assistant Principal’s Offi ce 1
Assistant School Administrator Offi ce 1
Administrative Secretary’s Offi ce 1
Student Support Center 1
Staff Development Offi ce 1
Security Offi ce 1

Counseling Suite
Counselor’s Offi ce 1
Itinerant Staff Offi ce 1

Replacement spaces
(Existing spaces will be repurposed to accommodate 
connections to the addition and will be replaced in the new 
construction)

Instrumental Music 1
Standard Classroom 4

Project Information (continued)  
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Site Design

Site Features:

Takoma Park Middle School is situated on a 18.83 acre site at 7611 Piney Branch Road in Silver Spring, Maryland.  The school resides in 
the City of Takoma Park boundary and is an integral part of the local community.  The school property is bounded on the west by Piney 
Branch Road (MD 320) and on the south by Grant Avenue.   On the north and east sides, the school property is surrounded by single 
family residential homes and Takoma-Piney Branch Local Park.  The student drop-off, bus loop, and parking lot are located on the south 
side (front) of the site and accessible from both Grant Avenue and Piney Branch Road.  Access to the service drive  occurs from the bus 
loop and is located on the south east side of the school building.

Site design goals include minimizing impacts to current site amenities and preserving as many trees on the site as possible.  The hard 
play surface will be relocated to an area adjacent to the physical education program located along the north east corner of the site.  The 
existing hillside along the back of the school will be maintained.

Project Information (continued)  



Takoma Park Middle School Addition
Smolen ■ Emr ■ Ilkovitch Architects     Page 3I

Building Design

General Description:

The proposed classroom addition is a three-story, steel-framed structure with brick veneer over concrete masonry block exterior walls. 
The addition is located on the back, (north side) of the building and has two corridors at each of the three fl oor levels. The corridor 
connections at each fl oor level create a circulation loop around a new courtyard space.  The addition contains 14 classrooms, two science 
rooms and support spaces.  The addition will also include a six classroom shell space for future growth.  To accommodate connections 
to the addition, four classrooms will be displaced in the new addition.
 
The one-story addition located on the east side will be steel-framed with brick veneer over concrete block exterior walls.  The two 
existing corridors that run parallel to the existing gymnasium will be connected in the addition to create a new looped circulation around 
the existing gymnasium.  The extended corridors will link with the addition which contains the auxiliary gymnasium, fi tness weight 
room, health classroom and relocated music classroom. The stage will be relocated into the existing instrumental music room to allow  
expansion of the cafeteria and the instrumental music room will be displaced in the addition.

Classroom Technology:

The classrooms will be designed to support interactive educational technology that includes controlled wireless computer access and 
interactive whiteboard systems. Individual classrooms are designed to allow student seating arrangement that can be organized into small 
groups for project oriented teaching or students can face the teacher in a traditional method.

Project Information (continued)  
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Sustainability

The project will  be  designed  and  constructed  with  an  emphasis  on  the  environmental  sustainability.  The architecture and engi-
neering systems will align with Montgomery County Public Schools facility management sustainability principles to ensure long-term 
operational effectiveness.  The project will be in compliance with Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards 
through the United States Green Building Council, but LEED certifi cation will not be pursued.  The addition will comply with the 2012 
International Green Construction Code (IgCC). Key features related to the sustainability include the following:

          • Managing stormwater to reduce runoff quantity and improve quality
          • Using highly-refl ective roof surfaces to reduce heat island effect and heat gain to the building
          • Installing water conserving, low-fl ow plumbing fi xtures
          • Optimizing the energy  performance of the building by  providing a highly energy effi cient building envelope; lighting system;  
 and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems (HVAC)
          • Optimizing equipment selection, installation, and operation of HVAC equipment
          • Adhering to construction indoor air quality management plans and using low-emitting building materials to safeguard occupant  
 health
          • Providing  a  high  level  of  occupant control over individual lighting and thermal comfort to promote an enhanced indoor   
 environment in the new building
          • Using construction materials that are recycled and regionally manufactured
          • Maximizing daylight in classrooms 
          • Minimizing background noise level from HVAC systems in classrooms and control reverberation time with suffi cient sound   
 absorption materials

Project Information (continued)  
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Vicinity Map  
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Existing Site Plan
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Existing First Floor Plan 
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Proposed First Floor Plan
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Existing Second Floor Plan 

29

N

0

10 40404444040 100100100100

20 60

01. SECOND GYMNASIUM
02. ADMINISTRATION
03. ART CLASSROOM
04. ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S 
      OFFICE
05. AUXILIARY GYMNASIUM
06. BUILDING SERVICES
07. CAFETERIA
08. CHORAL
09. CLASSROOM
10. COMMUNICATION CENTER
11. CONFERENCE

12. COPY ROOM
13. CLASSROOM (SHELL)
14. COURTYARD
15. ELECTRICAL
16. ELEVATOR
17. FINANCIAL SECRETARY
18. GUIDANCE CONFERENCE
19. GUIDANCE RECORDS
20. GUIDANCE OFFICE
21. GUIDANCE WAITING
22. GYMNASIUM

34. MUSIC OFFICE
35. OPEN TO BELOW
36. PHYSICAL EDUCATION OFFICE
37. PLANNING ROOM
38. PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
39. RECEIVING ROOM
40. RECEIVING STORAGE
41. SCIENCE LABORATORY
42. SCIENCE PREP ROOM
43. MULTIPURPOSE TECH 
      LABORATORY

44. SPECIAL EDUCATION 
45. STAGE/SCENERY
46. STAIR
47. STORAGE
48. STUDENT SERVICE CENTER
49. TEAM / PLANNING ROOM
50. TECHNOLOGY FINISH ROOM
51. TOILET
52. TRASH
53. FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM

23. HEALTH CLASSROOM
24. HEALTH ROOMS (NURSE)
25. KITCHEN
26. LOCKER ROOM
27. RESOURCE ROOM
28. MAIN MDF ROOM
29. MAGNET CLASSROOM
30. MEDIA CENTER
31. MEDIA CENTER WORK ROOM
32. MECHANICAL
33. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC



Takoma Park Middle School Addition
Smolen ■ Emr ■ Ilkovitch Architects Page 6C

Proposed Second Floor Plan
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Proposed Third Floor Plan
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Existing Elevations 
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Proposed New Construction Rendering 
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Proposed New Construction Rendering 
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Design Team Members

Architect:                                                                            

Civil Engineer:                                                                   

Structural Engineer                                                            
Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing Engineers:              

Project Schedule

Preliminary Plans Presentation:                                           
Construction Documents Completed:                                  
Award Construction Contract:                                               
Project Completed:                                                              

Estimated Construction Costs
Square Footage:             
Existing Building:            
New Construction (includes shell space)                 
Renovation:               
Demolition:    

Total Gross Square Feet:           
Total Construction Cost:    
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Project Team, Schedule and Estimated Construction Costs 

 

137,348
58,391
13,080

0

195,739
$23,188,000
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ADTEK Engineers

ADTEK Engineers
James Posey Associates

January 2018
October 2018
November 2018  
August 2020




